
 

TOWN OF LA PLATA 
Town Council Minutes 

February 10, 2026, 6:00 PM 
Regular Meeting 

Council Chambers, La Plata Town Hall 
305 Queen Anne St. 

La Plata MD 
PRESENT: Mayor Jeannine James 

Councilman Paul Guttenberg 
Councilman Patrick McCormick 
Councilman Gregory Sampson, Jr. 
Councilman Tyjon Johnson 

  
ABSENT: 

 

  
TOWN STAFF: Chuck Stevens, Town Manager 

Michelle Miner, Assistant Town Manager 
Monica Kennedy, Director of Human Resources 
Karina Larsen, Town Treasurer 
Martha Tennison, Accounting Manager 
Matt Norris, Chief of Police (virtual) 
Mike Payne, Major 
Shelby Pritchett, Town Clerk 

  
GUESTS: Dan Kenney, Financial Auditor (Virtual)  
1. Call to Order 
 

  
 1.1. Call to Order 

 
Attendees, please use meeting courtesy. Virtual attendees are asked to mute microphones 
when joining the meeting. Participants may be muted by the Town Clerk and meetings will be 
recorded. 
 
In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, the public has the right to view/listen to the 
discussion only. At their discretion, the Town Council may allow participants to voice 
questions or provide comments on the topics under discussion. Written comments may be 
submitted via email to Legislative@townoflaplata.org. Individuals wishing to address the 
Town Council may sign up in advance on the Town's website (Public Communications) or on 
the meeting sign-up sheet. 
 
Join on your computer, mobile app, or room device. 

Join the meeting now  
Meeting ID: 271 095 028 035 62   
Passcode: vp3Sh6j2   
(Calendar Year 2026) 
  

 

mailto:Legislative@townoflaplata.org
https://townoflaplata.org/209/Public-Communications
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZjVhY2JiYWQtMWEzNC00MWFhLTkwNzEtM2RlMjYyNTYxMjNi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22d1374d7f-2277-4740-840f-7af7c1b3f90c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221a94ef01-cc29-4fc2-bd9c-67d69e582e37%22%7d


Mayor James called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  
 1.2. Roll Call 
 

The Town Clerk conducted Roll Call.  
 1.3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Mayor James led all assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 1.4. Approval of the Meeting Agenda 
 

Councilman Guttenberg moved to approve the agenda as presented. 
Moved By: Paul Guttenberg, seconded by Patrick McCormick. 
Ayes: Mayor James, Councilman Guttenberg, Councilman McCormick, Councilman Sampson, 
Councilman Johnson 
Nays: None 
Abstained: None 
Absent: 
Passed 
 
 
  

2. Disclosure of Closed Session 
 

  
 2.1. Disclosure of Closed Session on February 10, 2026 
 

In accordance with the Maryland Open Meetings Act § 3-306(c)(2), Mayor James disclosed the 
conduct of a closed session on February 10, 2026. 
 

 



  
3. Petitions, Communications, Appearances and Public Comment 
 

  
 3.1. Public Comment 
 

No public speakers were present at this meeting.  
 3.2. Fiscal Year 2025 Audit Presentation 
 

Dan Kenney from Mitchel Titus Company presented his audit report for the Town of La Plata.  
 3.3. Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Performance 
 

The Town Treasurer provided a 2026 Budget Performance presentation to the Town Council and 
answered questions.   

4. Matters of Council Discussion 
 

  
 4.1. Dorchester Community Center 
 

The Town Manager presented to the Town Council the historical background and status of the 
Dorchester Community Center. The Town Council reached a consensus to direct the Town 
Manager to explore viable options to bring to the Council for review and decision on the ability to 
move the project forward.   

 4.2. Law Enforcement Officers Pension System (LEOPS) 
 

The Town Manager, Town Treasurer, and Director of Human Resources answered questions from 
the Town Council regarding the impact of transferring the current pension plan for the La Plata 
Police Department to the Law Enforcement Officers' Pension System (LEOPS). The Town Council 
reached a consensus to proceed with the transfer to LEOPS. Mayor James opted for requesting 
additional information.   



5. Legislation 
 

  
 5.1. Ordinance 26-01 Town of La Plata Employee Handbook (Second Reading; For Consideration 

of Adoption) 
 
AN ORDINANCE concerning 
 
Town of La Plata Employee Handbook 
  
FOR the purpose of rescinding the personnel rules and regulations of the Town of La Plata, as 
adopted August 2013, and adopting a new comprehensive Employee Handbook; and all 
matters generally relating thereto. 

 
Councilman Johnson moved to adopt ordinance 26-01 as presented. 
Moved By: Tyjon Johnson, seconded by Paul Guttenberg. 
Ayes: Mayor James, Councilman Guttenberg, Councilman McCormick, Councilman Sampson, 
Councilman Johnson 
Nays: None 
Abstained: None 
Absent: 
Passed 
 
 
  

 5.2. Ordinance 26-02 Amendment of Fiscal Year 2026 Financial Plan-Budget (Second Reading; 
For Introduction) 
 
AN ORDINANCE concerning 
 
Amendment to Town of La Plata Fiscal Year 2026 Financial Plan/Budget 
 
FOR the purpose of amending the Town of La Plata Fiscal Year 2026 (FY26) Financial 
Plan/Budget to reflect a realignment of the La Plata Police Department; and all matters 
generally relating thereto. 

 
Councilman McCormick moved to adopt 26-02 as presented. 
Moved By: Patrick McCormick, seconded by Gregory Sampson. 
Ayes: Mayor James, Councilman Guttenberg, Councilman McCormick, Councilman Sampson, 
Councilman Johnson 
Nays: None 
Abstained: None 
Absent: 
Passed 
 
 
  

6. New Business 
 



  
 6.1. Town Manager's Operational Report (Written Only) 
 

  
 6.2. Treasurer's Report (Written Only) 
 

  
 6.3. Cash Disbursement Report (Written Only) 
 

  
 6.4. Reports from the Mayor and Town Council 
 

Councilman Guttenberg reported that the Planning Commission approved keeping the public 
record open for the Adequate Public Facilities Order public hearing, and the Charles County 
Library Major Site Plan was approved. Councilman McCormick reported the reasoning for his 
absence during the January 27, 2026, regular meeting and informed the Town Council that he 
requested a Charter Amendment agenda item for a future agenda.  Councilman Sampson 
reported on participation in a Democratic meeting. Councilman Johnson had no report. Mayor 
James reported on the selection of Todd Pounds as Town Attorney.    

7. Adjourn 
 

  
 7.1. Adjournment 
 

Mayor James adjourned the meeting at 8:17 PM. 
 
 
  

  

  
 Submitted by: 
  
 _____________________________________ 

Shelby Pritchett, Town Clerk 
  
 


