
 
 

Town Council 
Special Meeting 

April 14, 2026, 5:00 PM 
Council Chambers, La Plata Town Hall 

305 Queen Anne St. 
La Plata MD 

 
Agenda  

1. Call to Order 

 1.1. Meeting Attendance and Decorum 
 
Attendees, please use meeting courtesy. Virtual attendees are asked to mute microphones 
when joining the meeting. Participants may be muted by the Town Clerk and meetings will be 
recorded. 
 
In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, the public has the right to view/listen to the 
discussion only. At their discretion, the Town Council may allow participants to voice 
questions or provide comments on the topics under discussion. Written comments may be 
submitted via email to Legislative@townoflaplata.org. Individuals wishing to address the 
Town Council may sign up in advance on the Town's website (Public Communications) or on 
the meeting sign-up sheet. 
 
Join on your computer, mobile app, or room device. 

Join the meeting now  
Meeting ID: 256 465 964 981 77  
Passcode: eU9Er9Pi   

 1.2. Roll Call 

 1.3. Pledge of Allegiance 

 1.4. Approval of the Meeting Agenda 

2. Matters of Council Discussion 

 2.1. Charles County Tax Differential 

3. Adjourn 

 3.1. Adjournment 

 

Page 1 of 6

mailto:Legislative@townoflaplata.org
https://townoflaplata.org/209/Public-Communications
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/25646596498177?p=kZBGFpyLaayT2oqPmz


FY2027 Tax Differential 

History of the Tax Differential for Charles County: 

In the State of Maryland, most counties and municipalities (including Charles County) are 

governed by Section 6-306 of the Tax -Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland. 

This law requires the governing bodies to meet and confer on an annual basis regarding a form 

of compensation for government services that are provided by the municipal government. 

To compensate municipalities for services, many counties implement a tax differential (tax 

credit) on the residents' tax bills or provide a tax rebate to the municipality. 

• Charles County implements a tax differential method based on County government

services net of associated program revenue which are then prorated to an amount that

would be funded by the general property tax rate
• The value of the services is calculated to equate to a property tax credit rate which is

then applied to the County tax bill
• In the past, the municipalities of La Plata and Indian Head have chosen the tax

differential method over a cash grant from the County
• The Difference being:

o Tax differential gives the County Residents a credit on their tax bill

o And the grant gives the funds to the Town to appropriate as part of their budget

The FY2027 Tax Differential Calculation: 

The Town of La Plata: 

• This year's calculation is $0.118 per $100 of assessed value
• Last year's calculation was $0.126 per $100 of assessed value (approved by

Commissioners)

The Town of Indian Head: 

• This year's calculation is $0.029 per $100 of assessed value
• Last year's calculation was $0.024 per $100 of assessed value (approved by

Commissioners)
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