
 

TOWN OF LA PLATA 
Town Council Minutes 
April 14, 2026, 5:00 PM 

Special Meeting 
Council Chambers, La Plata Town Hall 

305 Queen Anne St. 
La Plata MD 

PRESENT: Mayor Jeannine James 
Councilman Paul Guttenberg 
Councilman Patrick McCormick 
Councilman Gregory Sampson, Jr. 
Councilman Tyjon Johnson 

  
ABSENT: 

 

  
TOWN STAFF: Chuck Stevens, Town Manager 

Michelle Miner, Assistant Town Manager 
Todd Pounds, Town Attorney 
Kelly Phipps, Director of Legislative Services 
Karina Larsen, Town Treasurer 
Matt Norris, Chief of Police (virtual) 
Shelby Pritchett, Town Clerk 

  
GUESTS: Jacob Dyer, Director, Charles County Department of Fiscal and Administrative 

Services  
1. Call to Order 
 

 
 

 1.1. Meeting Attendance and Decorum 
 
Attendees, please use meeting courtesy. Virtual attendees are asked to mute microphones 
when joining the meeting. Participants may be muted by the Town Clerk and meetings will be 
recorded. 
 
In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, the public has the right to view/listen to the 
discussion only. At their discretion, the Town Council may allow participants to voice 
questions or provide comments on the topics under discussion. Written comments may be 
submitted via email to Legislative@townoflaplata.org. Individuals wishing to address the 
Town Council may sign up in advance on the Town's website (Public Communications) or on 
the meeting sign-up sheet. 
 
Join on your computer, mobile app, or room device. 

Join the meeting now  
Meeting ID: 256 465 964 981 77  
Passcode: eU9Er9Pi   

 
Mayor James called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM. 

mailto:Legislative@townoflaplata.org
https://townoflaplata.org/209/Public-Communications
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/25646596498177?p=kZBGFpyLaayT2oqPmz


 
 1.2. Roll Call 
 

The Town Clerk conducted Roll Call. 
 

 1.3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Mayor James led all assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

 1.4. Approval of the Meeting Agenda 
 

Councilman McCormick moved to approve the meeting agenda as presented. 
Moved By: Patrick McCormick, seconded by Paul Guttenberg. 
Ayes: Mayor James, Councilman Guttenberg, Councilman McCormick, Councilman Sampson, 
Councilman Johnson 
Nays: None 
Abstained: None 
Absent: 
Passed 
 
 
 
 

2. Matters of Council Discussion 
 

 
 

 2.1. Charles County Tax Differential 
 

Jacob Dyer, Director, Charles County Department of Fiscal and Administrative Services, provided 
the Town Council with a brief overview of the projected tax differential for Town of La Plata 
residents and answered questions from the Council. The Town Council reached a consensus to 
have the Town Manager & Town Treasurer officially represent in support of the .118 proposed tax 
differential for the Town of La Plata at the Charles County Board of Commissioners Meeting on 
April 29, 2026, to address the Tax Differential.  Mayor James and Councilman McCormick stated 
their intent to attend. 
 

3. Adjourn 
 

 
 

 3.1. Adjournment 
 

Mayor James adjourned the meeting at 5:46 PM. 
 
 
 
 

  



  
 Submitted by: 
  
 _____________________________________ 

Shelby Pritchett, Town Clerk 
  
 


