
 
 

Town Council 
Regular Meeting 

August 12, 2025, 6:00 PM 
Council Chambers, La Plata Town Hall 

305 Queen Anne St. 
La Plata MD 

 
Agenda  

1. Call to Order 

 1.1. Call to Order 
 
Attendees, please use meeting courtesy. Virtual attendees are asked to mute microphones when 
joining the meeting. Participants may be muted by the Town Clerk and meetings will be recorded. 
 
In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, the public has the right to view/listen to the discussion 
only. At their discretion, the Town Council may allow participants to voice questions or provide 
comments on the topics under discussion. Written comments may be submitted via email 
to Legislative@townoflaplata.org. Individuals wishing to address the Town Council may sign up in 
advance on the Town's website (Public Communications) or on the meeting sign-up sheet. 
 
Join on your computer, mobile app, or room device. 
Join the meeting now 
Meeting ID: 240 806 147 692 
Passcode: 2T5Bm6FQ 

 1.2. Roll Call 

 1.3. Pledge of Allegiance 

 1.4. Approval of the Meeting Agenda 

2. Petitions, Communications, Appearances and Public Comment 

 2.1. Public Comment 

3. Disclosure of August 11, 2025, Closed Session Meeting 

 3.1. Disclosure of August 11,2025 Closed Session Meeting 

4. Consent Agenda 

 4.1. Ethics Commission Appointment  

 4.2. Department Monthly Updates (Written Only) 
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 4.3. Treasurer's Report (Written Only) 

 4.4. Cash Report (Written Only) 

 4.5. Appoval of Resolution 25-14 Wastewater Treatment Plant F-550 Vehicle Purchase 

5. Matters of Council Discussion 

 5.1. Planning Commission Appointments 

 5.2. Town Council Agenda Item Requests 

  5.2.1. Steeplechase Secondary Access 

  5.2.2. Discussion of Reprimand Authority 

6. Matters of Information 

 6.1. US Department of Agriculture Loan 

7. Legislation 

 7.1. Ordinance 25-07 Authorization of General Obligation Bonds Evidencing USDA Loans for Sewer 
System Project One (2nd Reading; For Consideration of Adoption) 
 
AN ORDINANCE concerning 
  
Authorization of General Obligation Bonds Evidencing USDA Loans for Sewer System 
Project One 
 
FOR the purpose of authorizing and empowering Town of La Plata (the “Town”) to issue and sell to 
the United States of America, acting through the United States Department of Agriculture 
(“USDA”), upon the Town’s full faith and credit, two separate general obligation installment bonds, 
one in original principal amount not to exceed Four Million Eight Hundred Forty-Two Thousand 
Dollars ($4,842,000) and the other in original principal amount not to exceed Two Million Seven 
Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars ($2,720,000), pursuant to the authority described herein, for the 
public purpose of financing, reimbursing and/or refinancing all or a portion of the costs of activities 
relating to a sewer system improvement project generally referred to as “Project One” and related 
costs, as further described herein; providing that each bond shall be sold at private sale without 
advertising or publication of notice of sale or solicitation of competitive bids in a direct purchase 
transaction to the United States of America; determining or providing for certain details of the 
bonds; providing that the Council of the Town (the “Council”) by resolution shall determine or 
provide for other details of the bonds; acknowledging and confirming the provisions of certain 
resolutions to be adopted by the Council as required by USDA; covenanting to comply with a 
certain letter of conditions issued by USDA, as amended, unless any provision thereof is waived or 
modified; providing that any such bond will be payable in the first instance from sewage treatment 
plant and sanitary sewerage system revenues, including (without limitation) revenues for use of or 
connection to such plant and system, to the extent lawfully available for such purpose; providing for 
the imposition and collection of ad valorem taxes sufficient for the payment of debt service on the 
bonds; providing that the full faith and credit and unlimited taxing power of the Town are pledged to 
the payment of debt service on the bonds; providing that debt service on the bonds may be payable 
from other sources legally available for that purpose; authorizing certain officials to take certain 
actions in connection with the bonds; authorizing modifications of the bonds and related 
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documentation to be provided for by resolution; overriding any inconsistent provision of the Town’s 
debt policy; providing that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be liberally construed; and 
generally relating to the issuance, sale, delivery and payment of and for the bonds. 

8. New Business 

 8.1. Report from the Town Manager 

 8.2. Reports from the Mayor and Town Council 

9. Adjourn 

 9.1. Adjournment 
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PRESIDING OFFICER’S WRITTEN STATEMENT FOR CLOSING A MEETING (“CLOSING STATEMENT”) UNDER THE 

OPEN MEETINGS ACT (General Provisions Article § 3-305) 

This Certification Must Be Completed Before a Closed Session May Be Held 

 
Date: 08/11/2025 Time: 06:05 PM Location:  La Plata Town Hall at this meeting, a motion was made by Councilman 

Johnson and seconded by  Councilman Guttenberg to conduct a closed session of the Council of the Town of La Plata. 

Recorded vote to close the meeting: 

Members IN FAVOR OPPOSED ABSTAINING ABSENT 

Mayor Jeannine E. James ☑ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Councilman Paul Guttenberg ☑ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Councilman Patrick McCormick ☑ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Councilman Gregory Sampson Jr. ☑ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Councilman Tyjon Johnson ☑ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

(Note:  If any member of the public objects to conducting the closed session, a copy of this certification must be sent 

to the Maryland Open Meetings Law Compliance Board.) 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY TO CLOSE SESSION, State Government Article §3-305(b) (check all that apply): 

☑(1) To discuss: 

☑(i) the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, 

resignation, or performance evaluation of an appointee, employee, or official over whom it has jurisdiction; or 

☐ (ii) any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals; 

☐ (2) protect the privacy or reputation of an individual with respect to a matter that is not related to public business; 

☐ (3) consider the acquisition of real property for a public purpose and matters directly related to the acquisition; 

☐ (4) consider a matter that concerns the proposal for a business or industrial organization to locate, expand, or remain in 

the State; 

☐ (5) consider the investment of public funds; 

☐ (6) consider the marketing of public securities; 

☑ (7) consult with counsel to obtain legal advice; 

☑ (8) consult with staff, consultants, or other individuals about pending or potential litigation; 

☐ (9) conduct collective bargaining negotiations or consider matters that relate to the negotiations; 

☐ (10) discuss public security, if the public body determines that public discussion would constitute a risk to the public or 

to public security, including: 

☐ (i) the deployment of fire and police services and staff; and 

☐ (ii) the development and implementation of emergency plans; 

☐ (11) prepare, administer, or grade a scholastic, licensing, or qualifying examination; 

☐ (12) conduct or discuss an investigative proceeding on actual or possible criminal conduct; 

☐ (13) comply with a specific constitutional, statutory, or judicially imposed requirement that prevents public disclosures 

about a particular proceeding or matter; 

☐ (14) discuss, before a contract is awarded or bids are opened, a matter directly related to a negotiating strategy or the 

contents of a bid or proposal, if public discussion or disclosure would adversely impact the ability of the public body to 

participate in the competitive bidding or proposal process; or 

☐ (15) discuss cybersecurity, if the public body determines that public discussion would constitute a risk to: 

☐ (i) security assessments or deployments relating to information resources technology; 

☐ (ii) network security information, including information that is: 

☐ 1. related to passwords, personal identification numbers, access codes, encryption, or other 

components of the security system of a governmental entity; 

☐ 2. collected, assembled, or maintained by or for a governmental entity to prevent, detect, or investigate   

criminal activity; or 

☐ 3. related to an assessment, made by or for a governmental entity or maintained by a governmental 

entity, of the vulnerability of a network to criminal activity; or 

☐ (iii) deployments or implementation of security personnel, critical infrastructure, or security devices. 
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PRESIDING OFFICER’S WRITTEN STATEMENT FOR CLOSING A MEETING (“CLOSING STATEMENT”) UNDER THE 

OPEN MEETINGS ACT (General Provisions Article § 3-305) 

This Certification Must Be Completed Before a Closed Session May Be Held 

 
For each citation checked the reasons for closing and topics to be discussed: 

(1) 

 

(7) 

 

(8)   

 

Town Attorney 

 

Legal implications and risks associated with ongoing personnel and administrative matters 

 

Wastewater Treatment Plant 

 

 

 

Reason for Closure: 

 Discussion involves privileged attorney-client communications regarding legal risks and strategy not appropriate for public 

disclosure 

  

Persons attending closed session:  

Jeannine James, Mayor  Councilman Tyjon Johnson   

Councilman Paul Guttenberg  Chuck Stevens, Town Manager    

Councilman Patrick McCormick  Michelle Miner, Assistant Town Manager    

Councilman Gregory Sampson Jr.  Jay Gullo, Town Attorney     

Action(s) Taken: 

  

(1) Legal Consultation: The Town’s Special Counsel provided legal updates and consultation on matters within attorney-

client privilege. 

 

(2) Water and Sewer Infrastructure: Discussion of ongoing negotiations with governmental entities regarding water and 

sewer matters. Discussion of Notice of Intent to Sue: Letter received from Potomac Riverkeepers on July 28, 2025. 

 

 

 

(3) Town Attorney Selection Process: The Town’s Special Counsel provided legal consultation during a discussion of the 

Town Charter and Code provisions as they relate to the hiring of a Town Attorney. Discussion of the process to screen 

candidates and appoint for confirmation by the Town Council. 

 

  (4) Third Party Probe Into Stipend Decision-Making Actions: The Town’s Special Counsel provided legal consultation 

during a discussion of the Town Council’s desire to initiate an independent inquiry into this matter. 

 

 (5) Primer on Censure Action by an Elected Body: The Town’s Special Counsel provided legal consultation during a 

discussion regarding censure action as it relates to the Town’s Charter and Code. Special Counsel provided legal consultation 

regarding the adoption of Robert's Rules of Order. 

Time closed session adjourned 08:18 PM 

This statement is made by Mayor Jeannine E. James, Presiding Officer: _________________________________ 

 

 

] 
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FOR LEGISLATIVE USE ONLY 

Item Number: 2025-1036 

Date of Meeting: August 12, 2025 
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Agenda Item Summary Form 
r2025.07.07 

Agenda Item Summary 

MEETING GROUP: Town Council 
STAFF RESOURCE: Kelly Phipps 
DEPARTMENT: Legislative 
TYPE: Appointment 
SUBJECT: Ethics Commission Candidate 

 

BACKGROUND:  

The establishment and composition of the Ethics Commission and the appointment and 
terms of the members of the Ethics Commission are defined in Chapter 20 of the Town Code. 
The Ethics Commission consists of three (3) members and one (1) alternate. The Ethics 
Commission seeks to fill the Alternate Member vacancy. Town staff interviewed Jerry 
Ramsey on July 23, 2025, for a vacancy on the Finance Commission, but identified that the 
obligations of the Ethics Commission might be a better fit. Mr. Ramsey agreed and submitted 
an application to serve on the Ethics Commission. After reviewing Mr. Ramsey’s application, 
and at the recommendation the Ethics Commission Chair recommended Mr. Ramsey for 
appointment to the Ethics Commission. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

N/A 

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT: 

By serving as responsible stewards, we promote opportunities for our residents to see 
reward in giving back and help them become involved as good neighbors. By ensuring a fully 
staffed Ethics Commission, we ensure fair and transparent decision-making processes by 
following established procedures and promote citizen engagement by creating policies and 
programs that encourage participation by a wide audience of races, ethnicities, and 
backgrounds. The Ethics Commission is instrumental to ensuring citizen confidence that 
elected and appointed officials will handle the business of government in an ethical manner, 
and that the impartiality and independent judgment of public officials and officers will be 
maintained. 
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FOR LEGISLATIVE USE ONLY 

Item Number: 2025-1036 

Date of Meeting: August 12, 2025 
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Agenda Item Summary Form 
r2025.07.07 

 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS: 
Appointment of candidates supports the 2020 Comprehensive Plan, ensures continuity 
through the pending review and update of the Comprehensive Plan by 2030, and provides for 
long-term citizen engagement in the town’s continued growth and development. 

ADA CONSIDERATIONS: 

N/A 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Appoint Jerry Ramsey as Alternate member, to serve a term of three (3) years ending 
08/11/2028. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Volunteer Interest Application (Ramsey, Jerry) 
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Kelly Phipps

From: noreply@civicplus.com
Sent: Tuesday, July 22, 2025 4:51 PM
To: Kelly Phipps
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Volunteer Interest Form

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from OUTSIDE of the Town of La Plata email system. If the senders name displayed is a Town 

user, it is NOT legitimate and should be deleted immediately. Do not click links or open attachments unless you are certain 

this is a legitimate message. 

Volunteer Interest Form 
 

  

Select the Board, 
Commission, or 
Committee applying for 

Ethics Commission 

Personal Information 

First Name Jerry 

Last Name Ramsey 

Sex: Male 

Address1  

Address2 Field not completed. 

City La Plata 

State MD 

Zip 20646 

Best Contact Telephone 
Number 

 

Business Address 275 Forest Edge Ave 

Business Phone 
Number 

Field not completed. 

Occupation Plant Manager 

 

Page 8 of 106



2

Email Address  

Residency Information 

Please indicate if any of 
the following are true: 

You are a property owner within the community, You are a 

qualified voter in the Town of La Plata 

Length of Residency in 
La Plata 

21 Months 

Appointment to a Board, Commission, or Committee will require your consistent 
attendance at regularly scheduled meetings. 

Are you available for: Daytime Meetings, Evening Meetings, Occasional Events 

How much time can you 
commit to meetings and 
committee work each 
month? 

2 to 4 hours per week, Monday through Saturday 

Education and Hobbies 

High School  

College Field not completed. 

Trade or Business 
School 

Dean Institute of Technology 

Hobbies Serving on the finance team of a local ministry, going on 

mission trips, attending my kids activities, mentoring others 

Organization Membership Information 

Are you currently 
serving on other Boards, 
Commissions, or 
Committees? 

No 

If yes, which Field not completed. 

Have you served on a 
Board, Commission, or 
Committee before? 

No 

If yes, which Field not completed. 

Please list organization 
memberships and 
positions held 

Field not completed. 
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Please List Areas of 
Special Interest 

I have a strong interest in serving my local community and 

have genuinely enjoyed becoming an active part of it. I’m 

passionate about supporting those who are less fortunate, both 

locally and internationally. One area I focus on is helping others 

develop basic financial literacy, regardless of their background 

or upbringing. I believe that empowering people with financial 

knowledge can make a lasting difference in their lives, and I 

take pride in offering support, guidance, and encouragement 

wherever I can. 

Do you have any 
conflicts of interest that 
we should be aware of? 

No 

Is there anything else 
you would like to add 
that is relevant to your 
application? 

Field not completed. 

 

  

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.  
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 TOWN OF LA PLATA 
 305 Queen Anne Street 
 Post Office Box 2268 
 La Plata, Maryland 20646 
  

MEMORANDUM 
To:       Town Manager 
 

From:     Aaron Mosrie, Director of Inspections      
 

Subject: Code Enforcement/Inspections Updates  
 

Date:        August 7, 2025 
  

 
• Inspections completed (Planchek) 

o Electrical inspections: 141 
o Mechanical inspections: 41 
o Plumbing inspections: 77 
o Water/Sewer inspections: 17 
o Other Building-related inspections: 211 
o Water meter (residential): 6 
o Rental Inspections: 35 (Code Enforcement) 
 

 
48 Drury Drive (Dunkin’) – Parking lot sinkhole opened in rear of the building. Inspector 
Corbin responded. Sinkhole was due to poor soil compaction from previous water line repair. 
Repair work was conducted and inspection passed. 
 

6470 Crain Highway (Lady Liquors) – Inspector Claggett responded for a zoning violation due 
to unpermitted signage. Business complied with request, and all signage was removed. 

 
Satisfactory pressure test of the sewer lateral of 6670 Crain Hwy (Dash-In). and Tie-In. 
(Mingle Contracting.) 

 
Satisfactory pressure test and Satisfactory bacteriological water sample test of the water 
lateral of 6670 Crain Hwy Crain Hwy (Dash-In). and Tie-In. (Mingle Contracting.) 

Satisfactory bacteriological water sample test of our Dorchester Water Tower prior to being 
put back into service from being painted. 

Inspected a replaced section of sewer lateral 5 Somerset St. (Genevie Plumbing).  

La Plata Volunteer Fire Department has requested code review pertaining to the burning of 
refuse, yard waste and other debris. Both Code Enforcement and the Fire Department have 
experienced an increase in complaints regarding this activity. Code Enforcement will evaluate 
the current code regarding nuisance activities and open-air burning. Proposed revisions will 
be submitted for review. 
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Code Enforcement has seen an increase in graffiti on the Glen Albin CSX overpass. All 
occurrences will be reported to law enforcement.  

120 Rosewick Road (Bollywood Masala) – Citations issued for failure to obtain electrical, and 
mechanicals permits for installed HVAC equipment in the restaurant. Case scheduled for 
District Court on 08/26/2025. 
 
D.R Horton continues to work on the Canopy Ridge trail project and will be submitting 
proposals as soon as possible. This plan may include modification to the current trail by 
adding steps to assist with safe navigation, along with signage that contains information 
about the trail conditions, distance, etc.  
 
Code Enforcement has increased patrols and enforcement in the Agricopia neighborhood to 
address inoperative vehicles, boats, and trailers parked in conflict with the Town Code. Along 
with assistance from the Police Department, we hope to address all resident concerns.  
 
606 Charles Street (C-Store) – Inspection conducted for occupancy permit (change of 
ownership).  

 
102 Centennial Street #101 (Askey, Askey & Associates) – Inspection conducted for 
occupancy permit for commercial office space.  
 
Code Enforcement is actively engaged in preventing panhandling and soliciting within the 
Town. On 07/08/2025, a panhandler was observed on private property that had previously 
been issued no trespass orders by LPPD. Along with assistance from LPPD, the suspect was 
issued a citation. The case is scheduled in District Court for 09/03/2025 with Code 
Enforcement in attendance as one of the witnesses/complainants.  
 
Citations issued to a property owner located in the 400 Bl. Of Patuxent Court for failure to 
maintain the property in accordance with the International Property Maintenance Code 
(IPMC). The case is scheduled for District Court on 08/26/2025. 
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TOWN OF LA PLATA 
Department of Human Resources 

 
TO: Chuck Stevens, Town Manager 
CC: Legislative Services 
FROM: Monica L. Kennedy, Director of Human Resources 
SUBJECT: Monthly Department Update   
MONTH: July 2025 
 

Turnover 
Month Hired Separated Month Hired Separated 

January 3 4 July  0 1  

February 1 1 August     

March 2 2 September     

April 4 1 October     

May 2 0 November     

June 5 1 December     

Talent Management 
Town Hall 
Vacancies – Three (3) 

 IT Specialist – Not actively recruiting 
 Senior Planner – No new applications. Refreshed posting.  
 P/T Admin Assist – Interviewing on August 12-13 

o Six (6) confirmed  
 
Public Works / WWTP 
Vacancies – Six (6) 

 Mechanic – Not actively recruiting, pending JD review by Assist. Director 
 GIS Technician – Not actively recruiting, pending JD review by Assist. Director & GIS Specialist 
 PW Tech I – Screening applications 
 Operator in Training – Not actively recruiting, but can use the same candidate pool as Tech I 
 Director of PW – Resume screening began on 07/25 

o One (1) Internal; 15 External 
o Interviewed 07/31 – 08/01  
o Candidate expected to start 08/25/2025 
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TOWN OF LA PLATA 
Department of Human Resources 

 
Police Department 
Vacancies- One (1) 

 Chief of Police – Not actively recruiting 
 
Restricted/Unavailable for Duty 

 LOA x1 (unpaid) 
 Suspended police duties x2 
 Pending MD certification course x2 
 

Labor Costs 
Overtime costs - $55,009.21 

Overtime hours – 1,443.28 

Pay Date OT Costs OT Hours 
Jul 03 2025 $16,033.22 437.38 
Jul 17 2025 $18,318.06 496.48 
Jul 31 2025 $20,657.93 509.42 

 

Miscellaneous 
 Met with stakeholders and made a final recommendation for the employee bonus 

o Paid on the July 31st pay date 
 Met with website vendor (CivicPlus) to discuss compliance with WCAG 2.1 AA  

o Received quote to add AccessEye (accessibility overlay) and CommonLook (document 
remediation) 

 Two CDL drivers completed a random drug test 
 LEOPS – MSRPS sent copies of JDs for eligibility review 
 Responded to several VOEs 
 Elected Patuxent River Basin PSHRA Chapter President 
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TOWN OF LA PLATA 
305 Queen Anne Street 
Post Office Box 2268 

La Plata, Maryland 20646 
 

  
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To:   Chuck Stevens, Town Manager  
From:   Kelly Phipps, Legislative Services 
Subject:  Department Highlights – July 2025 
Date:   08/06/2025 
  
 
Please see below the significant activities of the Legislative Department for July 2025.  
 

• Legislation 
o Ordinances 

 None 
o Resolutions 

 25-12, “Professional Services Agreement – Legal Services” (adopted 
07/29/25) 

 25-13, “Pavement Overlay and Repair Services Contract Renewal” 
(adopted 07/29/25) 

• Public Information Act Requests 
o PLAN04022025-0922; Requestor: Carly H. Landolfi, McNamee Hosea; Any and 

all documents related to the Town of La Plata’s water and sewer capacity, 
agreements between Charles County and the Town of La Plata, and reports related 
to actual usage of water in the Town of La Plata, in the last five years; Status: Open; 
Review of responsive records underway 

o FIN07092025-1405; Requestor: Woo Park, The Data Branch; Information 
requested: Spreadsheet containing all purchase orders from January 1, 2021, to 
present day; Status: Completed 

o PLAN07102025-1204; Requestor: Michael Anthony Scott, Mike Miller Law; 
Information requested: Inspection and permitting records related to the Contruction 
of the Charles County Detention Center for period of 2018-2020; Status: 
Completed 

o FIN07182025-1318; Requestor: Ian Densing, SmartProcure; Information 
requested: Any and all purchasing records from 8/16/2024 to present; Status: 
Completed 

o PLAN07282025-1038; Requestor: Megan Solis, Target Lien Search; Code 
enforcement violations, fines/liens, open or expired permit/building code issues at 
13 Willow Lane; Status: Completed 

o PLAN07282025-1038; Requestor: Sue Greer, Sue Greer Law; All documents, 
electronic or otherwise, for 600 Charles Street; Status: Completed 

• Awards & Recognition (0) 
• Consultations & Briefings 
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o 07/25/25: Website accessibility consultation with CivicPlus (Phipps, with HR) 
• Training & Conferences 

o 07/15/25: Maryland Municipal League Outreach & Engagement Committee 
Meeting (Phipps) 

o 07/22/25: Maryland Municipal Clerks Association Meeting (Phipps/Jones)  
• Boards and Commissions 

o Vacancies 
 Beautification Commission/Keep La Plata Beautiful (1 vacancy) 
 Design Review Board (Alternate) (1 vacancy/must be town resident) 

o Board of Appeals: One (1) candidate scheduled for interview for consideration of 
Town Council for appointment as alternate 

o Ethics Commission: Candidate under consideration of Town Council for 
appointment as alternate 

o Keep La Plata Beautiful 
 08/02/25: Community litter cleanup, Dorchester St./Kent Ave. to train 

tracks 
o Planning Commission: Two (2) candidates under consideration of Town Council 

for appointment as member and alternate 
• Farmers Market 

o 07/17/25 – 07/27/25 Buy Local Week 
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August 1, 2025 

 

Monthly Planning Department Activity Report to the Town Manager  

Covering July 1 through July 31, 2025 

Planning Items of Interest 

1) DR Horton agreed to sponsor a planning consultant to work for the town of La Plata for 
all projects related to Pinegrove. Next step is to hire a consultant to get them on board 
as soon as possible.  

2) Town’s Planning Review Team met with the DR Horton Team on July 23 to discuss and 
coordinate on all issues related to the Pinegrove development.  

3) Approved Phase 2 of Neighborhood “I” in Pinegrove under previously approved Major 
Site Plan 04-2024 on July 23, 2025. 

4) Held Planning Commission Work Session on AFPO on July 22, 2025.  
5) Held Historic Preservation Commission Meeting on July 18, 2025, discussed, draft, 

HPC Work Plan.  
6) Met with Chuck, Michelle, and Kirk to coordinate on developing a Town Council 

presentation on existing water and sewer capacity in La Plata for the future Town 
Council Meeting on September 9, 2025. 

7) Met with new Planning Commissioner, Kyle Miller, on July 16, 2025, to give him an 
orientation meeting about the relationship between staff and the Planning Commission 
as well as planning issues in the Town.  

8) Prepared staff reports for the Planning Commission Meeting on August 6, 2025, 
concerning the La Grange Preliminary Plat Map for 52 single-family dwellings units for 
a new a Senior Living Community (along Port Tobacco Road). Staff also prepared a 
one-year time extension request for Neighborhood “B” of the Pinegrove Development.  

9) Met with Chuck and Kirk to discuss infrastructure variances for Pinegrove on July 17, 
2025.  

10)  Selected the Traffic Engineering firm of Brudis and Associates (BAI) on July 30, 2025, 
to prepare the scope of work for the traffic study that Chales County will have their 
traffic engineer perform. This pertains to the County Library Project. The County will 
remit payment to the town of La Plata for the traffic engineer selected by the Planning 
Department. In close contact with Britta Hertling, at the County, on this project.  

11) Continued to work on improving processes and procedures within the Planning 
Department.  
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Occupancy and Building Permits Issued from July 1 – July 31, 2025 

Use and Occupancy permits 
Issued.  24  

 
Permit Count by Type   

   
Type Count  

Chicken Permit 1  
Commercial Fit-Out 4  
Deck 21  
Electrical 55  
Grading Permit 2  
Major Facility Fee Permit 7  
Mechanical 30  
New Residential Addition 27  
New Residential Detached 
Dwelling 1 

 
Permanent Sign 3  
Plumbing 13  
Public Works Permit 1  
Residential Alteration 1  
Solar Arrays 7  
Utility Services Permit 9  
Total: 182  
   
   

Count by Status   
   

Status Count  
Complete 4  
Issued 178  
Total: 182  
   

  
Storm Water Management Items of Interest 

1) Tilghman Lake Dam Rehabilitation. A berm for unsuitable area to be completed by 
August 1, 2025. 

2) Storm Box and Sidewalk Contract. Melinda progressively worked on field evaluation 
of boxes and sidewalks to provide more specifics to contractors. 

3) Melinda provided the Town Manager with a stormwater maintenance project status 
spreadsheet for the Town Council. 

4) Melinda attended various meetings and spoke with several developers, HOAs, and 
citizens regarding bond release/project closeouts, easements, dedications, work order 
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statuses, drainage concerns, and attended pre-construction meetings throughout July 
2025. 

5) The Department reviewed as-builts, easement documentation, engineering plans, 
consultant plan reviews, as needed. 

6) Melinda conducted field work, as needed, for drainage or infrastructure issues, illicit 
discharges, and maintenance projects. 

7) Melinda began putting together packages for an on-going stormwater maintenance 
project bid. 

8) NPDES Retrofit Projects Status: 

a) Quailwood Pkwy – Easements needed for 27 Bobwhite and 119 Mallard. However, 
the owner of 27 Bobwhite refuses to provide an easement. Discussion to continue.  

b)  Redwood Lake – Permits received. Preparing bid documents and putting specs 
together for bid. 

c) Agricopia – Sec. 1 Pond – permitting complete. Need easement dedication for 
pond and downstream grading. 

d) Caroline Dr South – Soil report pending. Final submission to regulators pending in 
August. More to follow.  

e)  Morris Dr East – Dam Breach Analysis underway by engineer. 

 

End of Report 
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A Nationally Accredited Law Enforcement Agency 
 

La Plata Police Department 
La Plata, Maryland 

 
Monthly Department Report 

 
August 6, 2025 

 
Monthly Statistics for July 2025: 
 
Crime & Calls for Service July: 
 

• Officers responded to 1,339 calls for service in July. 
 

• Traffic Statistics for the month of July are as follows: 
o Total Stops – 260 

 Citations – 36 
 Warnings – 312 
 DUIs – 1 
 Arrestable (Must Appear) – 11 

 
• Arrest Statistics for the month of July are as follows: 

o Adults – 10 
o Juveniles – 0 

 
• Incident Reports generated: Total – 79 

o Part I crimes – 21 
o Part II crimes – 17 
o Collisions - 15 

 
• Notable Crime Trends for July: 

o Assaults – 6  
o Aggravated Assaults – 1 
o Vehicle Thefts – 2 

 Vehicle thefts down for the month in La Plata but continue to remain stead 
or rise in local area jurisdictions.  Saturation enforcement was performed 
in known areas for these thefts as a deterrent and investigative measure. 

 1 vehicle was recovered in Prince William County, VA.  
o Emergency Petitions – 4 

 
• With better weather comes higher crime rates and more traffic through the Town.  

Vehicle thefts and tampering with vehicles had shown an uptick last month but has since 
come down, leading to a greater level of traffic enforcement as seen by the traffic stats 
above.   
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A Nationally Accredited Law Enforcement Agency 
 

Special Operations Division Report: 

• Recruitment 
o One applicant completed written and physical testing – background stage initiated 

• Criminal Investigations 
o Assisted with fatal crash reconstruction on Charles Street utilizing the agency’s 

UAS (drone). 
o Assisted patrol in Home Invasion investigation – Search warrant being authored. 
o Assisted with Stolen vehicle investigation – identified juvenile subject to be 

charged. 
• Narcotics Task Forces 

o Conducted search warrant resulting in 76 ounces of marijuana valued at $42k 
o Seized approximately 20 pounds of marijuana through parcel interdiction valued 

at approximately $170k. 
o Conducted search warrant resulting in seizure of firearms, various illegal drugs, 

and large quantities of cash.   
 

Community Policing: 

 
• The PD participated in “Dinner with the La Plata Police Department” which was hosted 

by the Texas Roadhouse of La Plata.   
• Members of the La Plata PD Honor Guard assisted in an allied agency member’s funeral 

(St. Marys County Sheriff’s Office) 
 
Key Training Classes: 
 

• Spring/Summer departmental in-service completed 
o ID Theft / Fraud 
o ASP Baton / OC Spray Refresher 
o 2025 Legal Updates 
o Ethics Training 

• FARO System training for crime scene documentation and scanning.  Crash 
reconstruction and measurement tool. (Payne, Kerere, Johnston, Chaney) 

• Judgmental Firearms training underway. 
• Risk Management Training (Capt. Bagley) 

 

Congratulations: 

• Nicole McGovern was promoted from Patrol Officer to Patrol Officer First Class. 
• CALEA Compliance Review – Completed and review noted that agency policies and 

proofs were in full compliance, with no issues noted.   
 

Other Notable Items: 

Page 21 of 106



A Nationally Accredited Law Enforcement Agency 
 

• The PD held a Staff Meeting to go over updates regarding the Town, PD, and other topics 
of interest. 

• The Police Department is in the process of updating General Orders to reflect the best 
practices of CALEA and the Attorney General’s Independent Investigation Division.   

• The PD has begun the cycle of mental wellness assessments required by the MD Police 
Training Commission.  

 

Meetings Attended: 

• COMPSTAT with allied agencies to review crime trends and information sharing. 
• Quarterly Charles County Overdose Task Force  
• Police Accountability Board  
• LGIT Law Enforcement Training Advisory Board 
• Held multiple command staff meetings 

  
 

Prepared by: Acting Chief Matt Norris 
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Operations Projects – Monthly Update (July 11 – Aug 7)    Due Aug 7 

PUBLIC WORKS  

• Streets and Signs 
o Repaired drain damaged by recycle truck in Steeplechase 
o Flowable filled a sink hole on Centennial St. 
o Repairing and replacing signs around Town 

• Parks  
o Building berm to catch water from sending sediment into the road and 

woods at Tilghman Lake 
o Performed regular Prep and Maintenance of facilities for rental activities 

• Solid Waste Management 
o Weekly Trash and Rec collection routes 
o Performed 113 container deliveries / replacements 
o Performed Bulk Pickup collection 8/4 – 79 residents 

• Grounds Maintenance 
o Repaired snow fence around Williamsburg sediment pond 
o Grass cutting throughout Town and park maintenance 
o Storm cleanup trees down  

 Clarks Run - Chestnut Ct & Butternut 
 Oriole Ln and Quailwood Pkwy 
 Wills Park 

o Replaced flagpole rope at T.H. 
o Locating leak from Well 8 which was determined to be no leak due to Well 

11 being in operatable  
• Events 

o Summer concert facilitation 

UTILITIES (Eddie/Alison)  

• Water Distribution  
o Performed 32 water work orders 
o Performed 4 meter reads for final billing 
o Delivered 30 utility bill notifications 
o Performed 158 Miss Utility locates 

• Sewer Collection 
o Performed 0 SC work orders 
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MAINTENANCE (Pat/Danny)  
• Vehicle / Equipment 

o Performed 5 work orders, 3 reactive and 2 preventive 
• Utility / Other 

ADMINISTRATION – PROCUREMENT / HR / IT Systems - GIS / AMI / Projects 
(Kristen/Alison) 

• Procurement – Requisition for trash/rec can order submitted 
• HR – Kristen to become Town liaison for Parks & Rec Commission. Michelle to 

hand off during 8/13/25 meeting. 
• AMI 

o Overall AMI system read rate reflects 86%  
o Repeater down at PW Shop / Lindsbrooke Pl. New unit ordered 7/16/25.  

ETA 4 – 6 weeks. Need bucket extension truck to assess problem with 
current unit.  Once new unit arrives, we’ll assess the problem. Replace and 
keep unit as spare if current one is salvageable.  Will assess problem once 
unit is received. If current  

o Quailwood repeater damaged by lightning strike. Unit to be replaced asap. 
Working with Waterworks Metrology to determine if eligible for warranty 
replacement.  

• GIS 
o Hydrant contractor discovered 3 missing units during painting. GPS’d units 

to update utility map.  
o Updated various water asset attributes that were identified during 

WaterCad buildout.  
o GPS new utilities for replaced water lines, and relocated correlating corp 

stops in utility map – Wiltshire water leak   
• Project(s) Update 

o Website content updated to reflect new can fee effective 7/1/25 as well as 
additional materials clarifying collection policies and guidelines. 

o WaterCad – Model building 95% complete.  
 Need to confirm or deny additional valves (water main diameters) in 

2 town areas, Radio Station Rd and Rt. 488. 
o Esri – Leveraging Esri solution for interactive trash route map. Will post on 

webpage once complete. 
o Fire Hydrant Painting – 656 units.  Painting to be complete by end of August.  
o Hydrant Repairs / Replacements – PW techs working to repair units that we 

can handle quickly. Will update project list based on outcomes and work 

Page 24 of 106



with Procurement to contract work out for the remainder; approx. 20 
replacements and 22 repairs. 

o Wills Park Playground – Initial communications with play equipment 
vendors to explain project scope, design ideas, and budget. Will bid project 
out as Design/Build, hopefully by end of September.  

o Meter Node Upgrades - Working on strategy to upgrade faulty meter nodes 
at approximately 365 locations. Problem causes – dead batteries, old units, 
collection issue zones.  
 AMI infrastructure assessment.  No collection units installed in 

Pinegrove currently. Height of nearby collectors insufficient. Need to 
confirm inclusion for new development design moving forward.  
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WWTP: 

Total Monthly Flow:  42,7984 MG 

Average Daily Flow:  1.3806 MGD 

Emergency Call outs: 4 

Total Non-compliance: 1  

July 28th – Total Phosphorus lab reported 3.9 mg/L with limit being 3.0 mg/L, cause was 
equipment failure of tubing to chemical feed pump on MOD 3. No noticeable impact to 
receiving water.   

 

-Two new staff members have finished lab and process control training.  

-Obtained two new trucks approved by council 

-Met with UV vendor about possible upgrades and improvements to disinfection system 

-Staff and contractors repaired Equalization tank automatic valve operation 

-Repaired major issues with MOD 4 Ras pump #2, 1 process blower, 1 digester blower, bar screen, 
and belt press  

-Ordered new RAS pump and sent one RAS pump off for repairs 

-Conducted MDE (Maryland Department of The Environment) inspection of WWTP on July 28th  

-Renewed contract for remote access to WWTP SCADA (Supervisory control and data acquisition 
system) 

-Programmer worked on minor updates to SCADA and alarm systems 

 

Water Production: 

Total Monthly Flow: 36,345,800 MG 

Average Daily Flow:  1.172 MGD 

Emergency Call outs: 16 

Water complaints addressed: 2 

-Well #11 well pump failed on evening of July 24th. Contractor on site to evaluate issue on July 25th, 
could not pull pump due to location and size.  Scheduled to be evaluated on August 6th and 7th. 
Overall water production not effected due and should be zero impact to citizens and overall water 
usage.  

-Dorchester water tower was taken offline and the inside inspected, sand blasted, and painted.  
Water tower placed back online July 31st. 
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-Staff cleaned graffiti that was located on Well #10 

 

Sewer Collections: 

Emergency Call outs: 19 

-8 wet wells cleaned of trash and grease 
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Monthly Treasurer Report

For Fiscal Year 2025 Through June 30, 2025 

1
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Bank & Investment Accounts as of 
June 30, 2025

2

Checking Account Activity

Balance at 06/01/2025 $1,750,240.00

Credits

Cash/Check Deposits $843,315.37

Credit Card Trans Deposits $24,226.90

Taxes Collected $554,876.24

Intra-Gov't & Grants Deposits $66,389.07

Other Deposits $39,992.01

Interest from MBS $51,791.59

Transfer from ICS $1,486,051.08

$3,066,642.26

Debits

Payroll (Salary/Taxes/Benefits) $656,212.73

Vendor Check Payments $265,948.84

Vendor ACH Payments $874,535.39

Other Outflows $0.00

Returned Checks $413.00

Transfer to ICS $1,268,492.30

$3,065,602.26

Balance at 06/30/2025 $1,751,280.00

Investment Account Balance

WesBanco Investment Account (ICS)

Balance at 06/01/2025 $36,793,371.46

In from Checking Account $1,268,492.30

Interest $129,342.76

Out to Checking Account -$1,486,051.08

Balance at 06/30/2025 $36,705,155.44

Mulit-Ban Securities, Inc.

Money Market $432,651.77

Certificates of Deposit $9,302,010.88

Balance at 06/30/2025 $9,734,662.65

PNC MLGIP - General Account

Balance at 06/01/2025 $4,249,116.55

Interest $15,083.34

Balance at 06/30/2025 $4,264,199.89

PNC MLGIP - Vehicle Repl

Balance at 06/01/2025 $1,043,485.02

Interest $3,704.12

Balance at 06/30/2025 $1,047,189.14
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General Fund Revenue and 
Expenditure Overview

Budget to actual comparison does not include amounts for HG, Inspection passthrough costs and 
enhanced pension.

3

FY24 Expenditures & Revenues excludes debt funding and capital from development

Budget to Date

Budget Actual % Remaining $ Remaining

Revenues $14,003,807 $14,147,441 -1.0% -$143,634

Expenditures $14,006,530 $11,898,311 15.1% $2,108,219

Prior Year Actuals Comparison

FY 2024 FY 2025 % Variance $ Variance

Revenues $18,636,680 $14,147,441 -24.1% -$4,489,239

Expenditures $13,623,237 $11,898,311 -12.7% -$1,724,926
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General Fund Revenues Overview

4

Category YTD Revenues % of Revenue

TAX REVENUE $8,916,221 63.0%

OTHER - PERMITS $478,180 3.4%

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL $1,272,615 9.0%

SERVICE CHARGES $194,982 1.4%

FEES & FINES $282,615 2.0%

MISCELLANEOUS $1,649,134 11.7%

OTHER SOURCES $1,353,695 9.6%

$14,147,441
63.0%

3.4%

9.0%

1.4%

2.0%
11.7%

9.6%

% of FY25 YTD Revenue By Category

TAX REVENUE OTHER - PERMITS

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL SERVICE CHARGES

FEES & FINES MISCELLANEOUS

OTHER SOURCES
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General Fund Operating Expenditure Overview

5

Department

YTD Operating 

Expenditures

% of Operating 

Expenditures

LEGISLATIVE $349,137 2.9%

ELECTIONS $11,104 0.1%

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION $995,765 9.0%

HR/PERSONNEL $323,791 2.9%

PLANNING-ZONING $412,091 3.1%

ADMINISTRATION $532,281 4.8%

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY $335,713 3.0%

GENERAL SERVICES $162,385 1.6%

POLICE DEPARTMENT $4,523,274 40.2%

INSPECTIONS & ENFORCEMENT $287,411 11.3%

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS $15,111 0.1%

PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION $604,281 5.2%

FACILITIES MAINT & OPERATIONS $520,674 4.6%

FLEET MAINTENANCE $64,487 0.8%

STREETS & STORMWAYS $576,018 5.3%

PARKS & RECREATION-GENERAL $214,006 2.1%

COMMUNITY PROMOTION $344,448 2.8%

$10,271,977
0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0% 35.0% 40.0% 45.0% 50.0%

LEGISLATIVE

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION

HR/PERSONNEL

PLANNING-ZONING

ADMINISTRATION

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

GENERAL SERVICES

POLICE DEPARTMENT

INSPECTIONS & ENFORCEMENT

PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION

FACILITIES MAINT & OPERATIONS

FLEET MAINTENANCE

STREETS & STORMWAYS

PARKS & RECREATION-GENERAL

COMMUNITY PROMOTION

% of Operating Expenditures by Department
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General Fund Expenditure Overview (cont.)

6

Department

YTD Capital 

Expenditures

% of Capital 

Expenditures

POLICE DEPARTMENT $81,685 5.0%

INSPECTIONS & ENFORCEMENT $39,131 2.4%

FACILITIES MAINT & OPERATIONS $165,023 10.1%

STREETS & STORMWAYS $602,368 37.0%

PARKS & RECREATION-GENERAL $738,126 45.4%

$1,626,333

Category

YTD 

Expenditures

% of 

Expenditures

SALARY & BENEFITS $7,310,522 61.4%

CONTRACTING SERVICES $2,450,570 20.6%

SUPPLIES & MATERIALS $328,403 2.8%

OTHER EXPENDITURES $182,482 1.5%

CAPITAL OUTLAY $1,626,333 13.7%

$11,898,311

61.4%

20.6%

2.8%

1.5%
13.7%

% of Expenditures by Category

SALARY & BENEFITS CONTRACTING SERVICES SUPPLIES & MATERIALS

OTHER EXPENDITURES CAPITAL OUTLAY
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General Fund FY 2025 Budget vs Actual YTD

Budget to actual comparison does not include HG bonds, Inspections passthrough costs, or enhanced pension.

7

Department FY2025 Budget Total Exp at 06/30/2025 Budget Remaining

Percent

Remaining

LEGISLATIVE $472,662 $349,137 $123,525 26.1%

ELECTIONS $29,540 $11,104 $18,436 62.4%

FINANCE $1,081,585 $995,765 $85,820 7.9%

HR/PERSONNEL $308,710 $323,791 -$15,081 -4.9%

PLANNING-ZONING $619,606 $412,093 $207,513 33.5%

ADMINISTRATION $590,898 $532,281 $58,617 9.9%

INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY $341,878 $335,713 $6,165 1.8%

GENERAL SERVICES $183,005 $162,385 $20,620 11.3%

GENERAL GOVERNMENT $3,627,884 $3,122,269 $505,615 13.9%

POLICE $4,599,008 $4,604,959 -$5,951 -0.1%

INSPECTIONS & 

ENFORCEMENT $321,705 $326,542 -$4,837 -1.5%

EMERGENCY 

PREPAREDNESS $9,000 $15,111 -$6,111 -67.9%

PUBLIC SAFETY $4,929,713 $4,946,612 -$16,899 -0.3%

PUBLIC WORKS 

ADMINISTRATION $649,715 $604,281 $45,434 7.0%

FACILITIES MAINT & 

OPERATIONS $664,757 $685,697 -$20,940 -3.2%

FLEET MAINTENANCE $255,372 $64,487 $190,885 74.7%

STREETS & STORMWAYS $1,534,964 $1,178,386 $356,578 23.2%

PUBLIC WORKS & 

MAINTENANCE $3,104,808 $2,532,851 $571,957 18.4%

PARKS & RECREATION-

GENERAL $1,979,682 $952,131 $1,027,551 51.9%

COMMUNITY PROMOTION $364,443 $344,448 $19,995 5.5%

PARKS & 

RECREATION/EVENTS $2,344,125 $1,296,579 $1,047,546 44.7%

Total General Fund $14,006,530 $11,898,311 $2,108,219 15.1%

 $-

 $1,000,000

 $2,000,000

 $3,000,000

 $4,000,000

 $5,000,000
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Water Fund Revenue and Expense 
Overview

8

Budget to Date

Budget Actual % Remaining

Revenues $2,866,175 $1,937,629 32.4%

Category Fiscal Budget FYD Expense

Budget 

Remaining

SALARY & BENEFITS $411,818 $250,214 39.2%

CONTRACTING SERVICES $620,350 $717,443 -15.7%

SUPPLIES & MATERIALS $175,970 $399,185 -126.8%

OTHER EXPENDITURES $239,996 $246,092 -2.5%

CAPITAL OUTLAY $1,185,000 $1,526 99.9%

TRANSFERS $228,562 $228,563 0.0%

$2,861,696 $1,843,024 35.6%

Prior Year Actuals Comparison

FY 2024 FY 2025 % Variance $ Variance

Revenues $2,229,515 $1,937,629 -13.1% -$291,886

Expenditures $1,375,855 $1,843,024 34.0% $467,169

13.6%

38.9%

21.7%

13.4%

12.4%

% of YTD Expense by Category

SALARY & BENEFITS CONTRACTING SERVICES SUPPLIES & MATERIALS

OTHER EXPENDITURES TRANSFERS
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Sewer Revenue & Expense Overview

9

Revenues

Category Budgeted YTD Revenues Budget Remaining

INTAR-GOVERNMENTAL $0 $16,588

SERVICE CHARGES $4,596,916 $4,670,590 -1.6%

FEES & FINES $38,008 $63,764 -67.8%

MAJ FAC FEE REV $0 $5,350,182 0.0%

MISCELLANEOUS $382,785 $705,857 -84.4%

OTHER SOURCES $10,812,158 $252,324 97.7%

$15,829,867 $11,059,304 30.1%

Expense

Category Fiscal Budget YTD Expense Budget Remaining

SALARY & BENEFITS $1,336,437 $962,645 28.0%

CONTRACTING SERVICES $1,403,345 $1,273,614 9.2%

SUPPLIES & MATERIALS $500,900 $533,250 -6.5%

OTHER EXPENDITURES $1,185,411 $1,573,579 -32.7%

CAPITAL OUTLAY $10,471,423 $0 100.0%

DEBT & TRANSFERS $913,635 $913,636 0.0%

$15,811,151 $5,256,724 66.8%

Prior Year Actuals Comparison

FY 2024 FY 2025 % Variance $ Variance

Revenues $14,257,420 $11,059,304 -22.4% -$3,198,116

Expenditures $4,213,130 $5,256,724 24.8% $1,043,594

18.3%

24.2%

10.1%

29.9%

17.4%

% of YTD Expense by Category

SALARY & BENEFITS CONTRACTING SERVICES SUPPLIES & MATERIALS

OTHER EXPENDITURES DEBT & TRANSFERS
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Sanitation Fund Revenue and Expense 
Overview

10

Budget to Date

Budget Actual % Remaining

Revenues $2,154,009 $2,202,000 -2.2%

Category Fiscal Budget YTD Expense

Budget 

Remaining

SALARY & BENEFITS $770,460 $747,834 2.9%

CONTRACTING SERVICES $898,050 $811,111 9.7%

SUPPLIES & MATERIALS $59,000 $94,650 -60.4%

OTHER EXPENDITURES $78,080 $65,447 16.2%

CAPITAL OUTLAY $75,000 $12,022 84.0%

TRANSFERS $263,629 $263,629 0.0%

$2,144,219 $1,994,694 7.0%

Prior Year Actuals Comparison

FY 2024 FY 2025 % Variance $ Variance

Revenues $1,737,773 $2,202,000 26.7% $464,227

Expense $1,705,183 $1,994,694 17.0% $289,511

37.5%

40.7%

4.7% 13.2%

% of Expenditures by Category

SALARY & BENEFITS CONTRACTING SERVICES SUPPLIES & MATERIALS TRANSFERS
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Stormwater Fund Revenue and 
Expense Overview

11

Budget to Date

Budget Actual % Remaining

Revenues $2,185,274 $1,119,090 48.8%

Category Fiscal Budget FYD Expense

Budget 

Remaining

SALARY & BENEFITS $236,990 $189,539 20.0%

CONTRACTING SERVICES $186,460 $240,280 -28.9%

SUPPLIES & MATERIALS $158,550 $37,494 76.4%

OTHER EXPENDITURES $115,850 $110,020 5.0%

CAPITAL OUTLAY $1,360,248 $18,367 98.6%

TRANSFERS $123,793 $123,793 0.0%

$2,181,891 $719,493 67.0%

Prior Year Actuals Comparison

FY 2024 FY 2025 % Variance $ Variance

Revenues $1,478,460 $1,119,090 -24.3% -$359,370

Expenditures $663,858 $719,493 8.4% $55,635

26.3%

33.4%

5.2%2.6%

17.2%

% of YTD Expense by Category

SALARY & BENEFITS CONTRACTING SERVICES SUPPLIES & MATERIALS

CAPITAL OUTLAY TRANSFERS
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Finance & Budget Updates

• FY2025 budget amendments and reappropriations identified during the year will be provide to council 
for review and approval at the August 26, 2025, council meeting.

• Finance staff is completing general ledger reconciliations and year end journal entries in preparation for 
the FY2025 audit.  We anticipate to complete the audit by November 30, 2025.

12
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8/7/2025 2:27:44 PM Page 1 of 4

Vendor History Report
Town of La Plata By Vendor Name

Posting Date Range  -

Payment Date Range 06/01/2025 - 06/30/2025

Shipping Tax NetDescription Amount PaymentDiscount

Vendor Set: 01 - Vendor Set 01

10071 - AA Dependable Air, Inc. 0.00 0.00 150.00150.00 150.000.00

0330 - ABC BURGLAR ALARM SYSTEMS INC. 0.00 0.00 493.57493.57 493.570.00

0318 - ACME AUTO LEASING, LLC 0.00 0.00 15,895.0015,895.00 15,895.000.00

1085 - ADVANCE AUTO PARTS 0.00 0.00 1,154.191,154.19 1,154.190.00

0003 - AFLAC 0.00 0.00 2,056.832,056.83 2,056.830.00

0134 - AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES, INC. 0.00 0.00 3,738.213,738.21 3,738.210.00

1665 - ANN MARGARET SIDLEY 0.00 0.00 2,000.002,000.00 2,000.000.00

9730 - ATKINSON HVACR, INC 0.00 0.00 1,070.751,070.75 1,070.750.00

9741 - BACKYARD AMUSEMENTS, LLC 0.00 0.00 7,576.747,576.74 7,576.740.00

0009 - BAY COUNTRY CONTRACTORS 0.00 0.00 57,578.0057,578.00 57,578.000.00

1496 - BAYSIDE KUBOTA 0.00 0.00 63.1163.11 63.110.00

1671 - BAYSIDE OF KING GEORGE, INC. 0.00 0.00 86,954.3486,954.34 86,954.340.00

0413 - BELAIR ROAD SUPPLY CO INC 0.00 0.00 1,261.251,261.25 1,261.250.00

1399 - BOARD OF WATERWORKS 0.00 0.00 -50.00-50.00 -50.000.00

10147 - Brian Foddrell 0.00 0.00 2,000.002,000.00 2,000.000.00

1218 - BRIGHTLY SOFTWARE, INC. 0.00 0.00 1,500.001,500.00 1,500.000.00

0420 - BURCH OIL CO., INC. 0.00 0.00 1,422.681,422.68 1,422.680.00

9810 - CALVERT WOOD RECYCLING LLC 0.00 0.00 2,616.942,616.94 2,616.940.00

9513 - CANON SOLUTIONS AMERICA, INC. 0.00 0.00 179.95179.95 179.950.00

0720 - CareFirst BlueChoice 0.00 0.00 96,962.7796,962.77 96,962.770.00

1660 - CDM SMITH INC. 0.00 0.00 15,862.5015,862.50 15,862.500.00

1647 - Celia Craze 0.00 0.00 8,365.908,365.90 8,365.900.00

0311 - CERTIFIED AUTO BODY 0.00 0.00 4,558.154,558.15 4,558.150.00

1405 - CHANEY ENTERPRISES 0.00 0.00 6,650.586,650.58 6,650.580.00

0801 - CHARLES COUNTY GOVERNMENT 0.00 0.00 101,909.67101,909.67 101,909.670.00

0995 - CHARLES COUNTY HEALTH DEPT. 0.00 0.00 270.00270.00 270.000.00

3204 - CHESAPEAKE EMPLOYERS INSURANCE 0.00 0.00 47,982.0047,982.00 47,982.000.00

0974 - CINTAS CORP #393 0.00 0.00 8,413.798,413.79 8,413.790.00

0894 - CINTAS CORPORATION 0.00 0.00 563.06563.06 563.060.00

0966 - COMCAST 0.00 0.00 627.13627.13 627.130.00

9342 - D&D TIRE CO, INC 0.00 0.00 2,934.422,934.42 2,934.420.00

1594 - DATAPRISE INC 0.00 0.00 19,583.0519,583.05 19,583.050.00

0548 - DFG FACILITIES 0.00 0.00 6,859.316,859.31 6,859.310.00

0291 - DUFFIELD HAULING, INC. 0.00 0.00 8,579.458,579.45 8,579.450.00

10167 - Elan Corporate Payment Systems 0.00 0.00 8,001.228,001.22 8,001.220.00

1664 - EWOP Thang Music 0.00 0.00 1,500.001,500.00 1,500.000.00

2003 - FERGUSON ENTERPRISES, INC. 0.00 0.00 288.51288.51 288.510.00
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0514 - FOVNDRY by VAN EPEREN 0.00 0.00 1,382.501,382.50 1,382.500.00

1662 - GARDNER O'CONNOR INC. 0.00 0.00 1,877.001,877.00 1,877.000.00

9647 - GEORGE S COYNE CHEMICAL CO., INC 0.00 0.00 9,735.809,735.80 9,735.800.00

1468 - GILPIN, RICHARD 0.00 0.00 105.63105.63 105.630.00

0498 - GLOBALPAYMENT INTEGRATED 0.00 0.00 22,254.7122,254.71 22,254.710.00

1209 - Gradient Construction, LLC 0.00 0.00 29,000.0029,000.00 29,000.000.00

2416 - GRAGAN & SONS GLASS CO., INC. 0.00 0.00 400.00400.00 400.000.00

0557 - GULLO, JACK A. JR. 0.00 0.00 12,450.0012,450.00 12,450.000.00

10179 - Hawkins Inc 0.00 0.00 37,515.3737,515.37 37,515.370.00

9888 - HEALTH EQUITY 0.00 0.00 6,666.896,666.89 6,666.890.00

9360 - HILLS ELECTRIC MOTOR SERVICE, INC. 0.00 0.00 17,745.6017,745.60 17,745.600.00

1368 - HOLCIM - MAR INC. 0.00 0.00 36,490.9836,490.98 36,490.980.00

9756 - HOMES BY CYNTHIA, INC. 0.00 0.00 780.00780.00 780.000.00

3200 - ICMA -457- #300535 0.00 0.00 17,031.2317,031.23 17,031.230.00

1521 - J & P FENCE COMPANY 0.00 0.00 6,350.006,350.00 6,350.000.00

1628 - Jacob Bladen 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 -90.000.00

0117 - JAMES, JEANNINE 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 -158.990.00

0606 - JEFFERY S. GRAY 0.00 0.00 525.00525.00 525.000.00

3617 - JERRY'S ELECTRIC 0.00 0.00 925.00925.00 925.000.00

1669 - Josh Daigle 0.00 0.00 1,150.001,150.00 1,150.000.00

0856 - JUDY'S CLEANERS, INC 0.00 0.00 732.20732.20 732.200.00

0293 - K&T KETTLE CORN, LLC 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 -45.000.00

10074 - KARPINKSKI, CORNBROOKS & KARP, P.A. 0.00 0.00 3,150.003,150.00 3,150.000.00

9985 - KNC MARKETING 0.00 0.00 559.29559.29 559.290.00

10125 - L D Holmes Architects PC 0.00 0.00 6,000.006,000.00 6,000.000.00

0551 - LA PLATA HARDWARE 0.00 0.00 617.80617.80 617.800.00

4403 - LA PLATA MILL & SUPPLY CO., INC 0.00 0.00 99.8999.89 99.890.00

0972 - LA PLATA TIRE CENTER 0.00 0.00 1,783.361,783.36 1,783.360.00

9244 - LABORATORY CORPORATION OF 0.00 0.00 168.00168.00 168.000.00

5011 - MARTIN'S SERVICE STATION, INC. 0.00 0.00 430.00430.00 430.000.00

10049 - Mary Chaney 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 -171.000.00

0408 - MARYLAND CHILD SUPPORT ACCT 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 -315.690.00

5053 - MARYLAND ENVIRONMENTAL 0.00 0.00 15,430.5715,430.57 15,430.570.00

1225 - MATHESON TRI-GAS, INC 0.00 0.00 328.97328.97 328.970.00

7600 - MCCRONE, INC. 0.00 0.00 20,504.5020,504.50 20,504.500.00

1375 - MELWOOD HORTICULTURAL TRAINING 0.00 0.00 7,974.497,974.49 7,974.490.00

10155 - MK Consulting Engineers LLC 0.00 0.00 11,459.2511,459.25 11,459.250.00

10184 - Modaxo Traffic Management USA Inc. 0.00 0.00 15,932.0015,932.00 15,932.000.00

1300 - MUTUAL OF OMAHA COMPANIES 0.00 0.00 4,531.204,531.20 4,531.200.00

5406 - NEWBURG SERVICE CENTER, INC 0.00 0.00 294.00294.00 294.000.00

1667 - NICOR INC. 0.00 0.00 1,681.131,681.13 1,681.130.00

0356 - ODP BUSINESS SOLUTIONS, LLC 0.00 0.00 78.4678.46 78.460.00

1555 - OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 0.00 0.00 490.00490.00 490.000.00

0265 - ONE CALL CONCEPTS, INC 0.00 0.00 1,069.921,069.92 1,069.920.00
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1245 - OPTICAL SHOPPE OF LAPLATA 0.00 0.00 584.00584.00 584.000.00

1649 - Passaro Engineerin LLC 0.00 0.00 6,700.006,700.00 6,700.000.00

0895 - Paylocity - AP 0.00 0.00 5,196.765,196.76 5,196.760.00

0945 - Paylocity - PR 0.00 0.00 496,336.72496,336.72 496,336.720.00

6200 - PITNEY BOWES INC 0.00 0.00 523.05523.05 523.050.00

1083 - PITNEY BOWES POSTAGE BY PHONE 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 0.000.00

0118 - PLANCHEK, INC. 0.00 0.00 71,681.9771,681.97 71,681.970.00

1513 - PNC BANK 0.00 0.00 3,513.103,513.10 3,513.100.00

1120 - POSEY, JASON 0.00 0.00 130.00130.00 130.000.00

9343 - POSNER INDUSTRIES 0.00 0.00 199.00199.00 199.000.00

0527 - RE: EMPLOYEE REIMB. 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 -41.090.00

0416 - RE: PLANNING & ZONING REFUND 0.00 0.00 260.00260.00 260.000.00

0271 - RE: TILGHMAN LAKE DEPOSIT REFUND 0.00 0.00 -300.00-300.00 -605.000.00

0406 - RE: WILLS PARK REFUND 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 -57.000.00

1645 - RF Valves, Inc. 0.00 0.00 7,002.007,002.00 7,002.000.00

9922 - RING CENTRAL, INC. 0.00 0.00 2,508.912,508.91 2,508.910.00

10028 - Robert Tippett 0.00 0.00 43.0043.00 -8.650.00

0926 - RUDD'S PEST CONTROL 0.00 0.00 125.00125.00 125.000.00

1336 - SAFEWARE, INC. 0.00 0.00 1,573.741,573.74 1,573.740.00

9498 - SCHAEFER SYSTEMS INTERNATIONAL, INC 1,265.00 0.00 20,193.0018,928.00 20,193.000.00

9611 - SCHINNER, CARL 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 -168.000.00

1157 - SCOTT, STEPHEN 0.00 0.00 1,000.001,000.00 1,000.000.00

9613 - SHERWOOD-LOGAN & ASSOC, INC. 0.00 0.00 285.06285.06 285.060.00

1341 - SMECO 0.00 0.00 76,433.0276,433.02 76,433.020.00

0524 - SMITH, BRENDAN 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 -1,743.000.00

7408 - SOSMETAL PRODUCTS, INC. 0.00 0.00 2,710.672,710.67 2,710.670.00

7423 - SOUTHERN MARYLAND HYDRAUL, INC. 0.00 0.00 70.2270.22 70.220.00

8104 - SPATIAL SYSTEMS ASSOCIATES,INC 0.00 0.00 6,460.806,460.80 6,460.800.00

7495 - STATE RETIREMENT & PENSION 0.00 0.00 35,025.4435,025.44 35,025.440.00

7466 - STAUFFER'S MACHINE SHOP 0.00 0.00 161.54161.54 161.540.00

9414 - STRICKER & CO. 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 -156.000.00

9562 - SUBURBAN PROPANE 0.00 0.00 603.99603.99 603.990.00

0440 - SUPERIOR STRUCTURES 0.00 0.00 195.00195.00 195.000.00

0672 - T & T SWEEPING SERVICE 0.00 0.00 2,230.002,230.00 2,230.000.00

1656 - The Executive Corporation 232.85 0.00 4,886.134,653.28 4,886.130.00

1553 - THE GRAND HOTEL 0.00 0.00 4,914.004,914.00 4,914.000.00

0885 - TOMMY'S  TRUCK SERVICE 0.00 0.00 295.70295.70 295.700.00

9892 - TRANSAMERICA EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 0.00 0.00 988.96988.96 988.960.00

0549 - TROLLINGER, MATTHEW 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 -457.830.00

0097 - TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 0.00 0.00 145.00145.00 145.000.00

10057 - Ugly Duckling Farmstead 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 -15.000.00

1304 - UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 0.00 0.00 500.00500.00 500.000.00

1515 - USABLUEBOOK 0.00 0.00 4,114.264,114.26 4,114.260.00

0282 - VERIZON 0.00 0.00 1,255.391,255.39 1,255.390.00
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10122 - Verizon Connect Fleet USA LLC 0.00 0.00 206.95206.95 206.950.00

0268 - VERIZON WIRELESS 0.00 0.00 3,481.263,481.26 3,481.260.00

9701 - WALDORF FORD 0.00 0.00 -873.14-873.14 -873.140.00

9219 - WALDORF POSTMASTER 0.00 0.00 5,000.005,000.00 5,000.000.00

0602 - WARREN, LOGAN 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 -49.000.00

0344 - WASTE MANAGEMENT OF MARYLAND 0.00 0.00 11,484.4911,484.49 11,484.490.00

10123 - Water Works Metrology LLC 0.00 0.00 1,569.401,569.40 1,569.400.00

10092 - Wesley Wright 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 -10.000.00

8800 - WILDES-SPIRIT PRINTING, INC. 0.00 0.00 2,480.082,480.08 2,480.080.00

0328 - WILLETT DRYWALL 0.00 0.00 600.00600.00 600.000.00

10182 - Woodvalley Community Strategies 0.00 0.00 2,650.002,650.00 2,650.000.00

Vendors: (136)        Total 01 - Vendor Set 01: 1,497.85 0.00 1,608,418.281,606,920.43 1,604,584.030.00

Vendors: (136)        Report Total: 1,497.85 0.00 1,608,418.281,606,920.43 1,604,584.030.00
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Agenda Item Summary Form 
r2025.07.07 

Agenda Item Summary 

MEETING GROUP: Town Council 
STAFF RESOURCE: Kirk Parks 
DEPARTMENT: Wastewater Treatment Plant 
TYPE: Town Council Resolution for Purchase 
SUBJECT: Authorization to Purchase Ford F550 Utility Vehicle for Public 

Works Fleet Replacement 
 

BACKGROUND: 

The Town maintains two utility body vehicles equipped with cranes to perform critical 
maintenance and repair tasks across all municipal departments. These vehicles serve as the 
backbone of our emergency response capabilities, enabling cost-effective repairs and rapid 
response times that would otherwise require expensive third-party contractors. 

Currently, one truck (PW 55) operates from the Public Works facility and one (PW 45) from 
the Wastewater Treatment Plant. In FY 24, we successfully replaced the aging PW 25 truck 
(2005 model) with the current PW 55. Now, PW 45, a 2007 model with 18 years of service, 
has reached the end of its useful life and requires replacement to maintain operational 
continuity and service reliability. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

This vehicle replacement is included in the approved FY 26 Capital budget with a budgeted 
amount of $250,000. The purchase represents a planned capital expenditure that supports 
long-term financial sustainability by maintaining essential infrastructure assets. No 
additional funding is required beyond the approved budget allocation. 

Three competitive quotes have been obtained: 

• Apple Ford: $204,154 

• Colonial Ford Truck Sales: $194,671 

• Mid-Atlantic Waste Systems: $194,671 

The recommended vendor offers the best value at $194,671, representing savings of $9,483 
from the highest quote. 

Page 44 of 106



 

 

FOR LEGISLATIVE USE ONLY 

Item Number: 2025-1050 

Date of Meeting: August 12, 2025 

 

 
Page 2 of 3 

Agenda Item Summary Form 
r2025.07.07 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT: 

This initiative directly supports multiple Strategic Plan goals: 

Goal #2 - Operational Excellence: Ensures staff have the appropriate equipment and tools 
to efficiently provide quality work. The new vehicle will enhance service delivery capabilities 
and maintain high levels of customer service by preventing service disruptions. 

Goal #1 - Good Governance: Demonstrates responsible stewardship of community 
resources through planned asset replacement and competitive procurement processes. 
The purchase maximizes public service value through cost-effective emergency response 
capabilities. 

Goal #5 - Public Service Readiness: Maintains the systems and infrastructure needed to 
meet growing demand while supporting the health, safety, and wellness of residents through 
reliable utility services. 

This purchase aligns with the Capital budget's systematic approach to infrastructure 
maintenance and replacement. 

SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS: 

The new F550 will feature modern engine technology that provides improved fuel efficiency 
compared to the 2007 model being replaced. The vehicle's enhanced reliability will reduce 
maintenance-related waste and extend service intervals. 

The strategic replacement schedule prevents sudden equipment failures that could disrupt 
essential services and require emergency purchases at premium costs. 

ADA CONSIDERATIONS: 

The new utility vehicle will be equipped with appropriate safety features and accessibility 
considerations for operators. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Adopt Resolution 25-14 authorizing the Town Manager to purchase one (1) Ford F550 utility 
truck with crane equipment utilizing FY-26 Capital Budget funding. 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Quote from Apple Ford dated 7/17/2025 for $204,154 

2. Quote from Colonial Ford Truck Sales dated 7/22/2025 for $194,671 

3. Quote from Mid-Atlantic Waste Systems dated 7/14/2025 for $194,671 

 

Page 46 of 106



COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA PLATA 
Resolution 25-14  

Introduced By:    Mayor Jeannine E. James, by request 
 
Date Introduced:  August 12, 2025 
 
Date Adopted:   
 
Date Effective:    
 
 
A RESOLUTION concerning 
 

Public Works Fleet Replacement Vehicle Purchase 
 
FOR the purpose of authorizing the Town Manager to enter into a contract purchase 

agreement for the purchase of one (1) Ford F550 utility truck with crane equipment; 
and all matters generally relating thereto. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
WHEREAS, the Council of the Town of La Plata desires to provide the appropriate 

equipment and tools to facilitate the delivery of Town services; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Fiscal Year 2026 Capital budget includes funding out of the Town’s 
sewer fund for the acquisition of replacement vehicles necessary to the efficient operation 
of the Wastewater Treatment Plant and related infrastructure; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Wastewater Treatment Plant staff researched various truck and body 
configurations/options and solicited quotes for the new vehicles from primary vendors in 
the region; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Wastewater Treatment Plant staff has evaluated three (3) quotes 

from three (3) unique vendors and recommends that the Town purchase a 2024 Ford F550 
for the quoted price of one hundred ninety-four six hundred seventy-one dollars 
($194,671.00), with specifications identified by the Wastewater Treatment Plant staff, as 
their configuration and cost best meet the operational needs of the department; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Town Charter §C8-23 requires that all expenditures in excess of twenty 
thousand dollars ($20,000), shall be advertised for sealed bids, except for expenditures 
which the Town Council, by ordinance, has determined are not subject to the sealed bid 
requirements; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town solicited bids via an open competitive bidding process 
consistent with Town procurement policies; 
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Resolution 25-14 
 

Page 2 of 2 

WHEREAS, Town Staff believes the purpose and intent of Town Charter §C8-23 has 
been met. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
LA PLATA that Noel C. Stevens, the Town Manager, is hereby authorized to execute and 
deliver, on behalf of the Town of La Plata, a contract purchase agreement, for the purchase 
of a 2024 Ford F550, with specifications with specifications identified by the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant staff, for the quoted price of one hundred ninety-four six hundred seventy-
one dollars ($194,671.00). 
 
ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the Council of the Town of La Plata on this _____ day of 

______________________________, 2025. 

 
SEAL:      COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA PLATA 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Jeannine E. James, Mayor 

 
 

____________________________________ 
Paul C. Guttenberg, Councilman 

 
 

____________________________________ 
Patrick McCormick, Councilman 

 
 
ATTEST:     ____________________________________ 

Gregory Sampson, Jr., Councilman 
 
 
___________________________  ____________________________________ 
Lawrence J. Jones, Jr.   Tyjon C. Johnson, Councilman 
Town Clerk 
 
Date______________________ 
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Agenda Item Summary 

MEETING GROUP: Town Council 
STAFF RESOURCE: Don Dooley 
DEPARTMENT: Planning 
TYPE: Appointment 
SUBJECT: Planning Commission Candidates 

 

BACKGROUND:  

The establishment and composition of the Planning Commission and the appointment and 
terms of the members of the Planning Commission are defined in Chapter 40 of the Town 
Code. The Planning Commission consists of five (5) members and one (1) alternate.  

Planning Commissions accept the civic responsibility of helping residents and business and 
property owners articulate and achieve a vision for how they want their community to look 
and function now and in the future. As members of the Planning Commission, these citizen 
planners oversee the local comprehensive plan, recommend land use ordinances and 
regulations, and implement the state’s 12 planning visions in their jurisdiction. 

The Planning Commission seeks to fill two vacancies: member and alternate Member. Dawn 
Banks, Planning Commission Chair and Don Dooley, the Director of Planning, interviewed 
candidates David Jenkins and Emily Whale on July 23, 2025. Chair Banks and Planning 
Director Dooley discussed their findings with Councilman Guttenberg, the Town Council ex-
officio member following the interviews and recommended appointment of both 
candidates. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

In accordance with Town Code, Planning Commissioners receive a $600.00 annual stipend 
to offset costs related to attendance and continuing training. This amount is included in the 
annual operating budget under 01-150-001-5150 – STIPENDS.  

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT: 

By serving as responsible stewards, we promote opportunities for our residents to see 
reward in giving back and help them become involved as good neighbors. By ensuring a fully 
staffed Planning Commission, we ensure fair and transparent decision-making processes by 
following established procedures and promote citizen engagement by creating policies and 

Page 62 of 106



 

 

FOR LEGISLATIVE USE ONLY 

Item Number: 2025-946 

Date of Meeting: August 12, 2025 

 

 
Page 2 of 2 

Agenda Item Summary Form 
r2025.07.07 

programs that encourage participation by a wide audience of races, ethnicities, and 
backgrounds. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS: 
Appointment of candidates supports the 2020 Comprehensive Plan, ensures continuity 
through the pending review and update of the Comprehensive Plan by 2030, and provides for 
long-term citizen engagement in the town’s continued growth and development. 

The Smart and Sustainable Growth Act of 2009 passed in the 2009 session of the Maryland 
General Assembly requires local jurisdiction’s (county or municipal) Planning 
Commission/Board and Board of Appeals members to complete the Planning Commissions, 
Planning Boards and Board of Appeals Education Course within six (6) months of 
appointment to the Planning Commission. 

ADA CONSIDERATIONS: 

N/A 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Appoint up to two applicants for to fill the two vacant positions on the Planning Commission,  
for terms of five (5) years ending 08/11/2030. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Volunteer Interest Applications 

- Whale, Emily 
- Jenkins, David 
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Best Contact Telephone
Number

3017529963

Business Address 513 Clark's Run Road

Business Phone Number

Occupation Retired

Email Address

Residency Information

Please indicate if any of the
following are true:

You are a property owner within the community, You are a
qualified voter in the Town of La Plata

Length of Residency in La
Plata

39 years

Appointment to a Board, Commission, or Committee will require your consistent
attendance at regularly scheduled meetings.

Are you available for: Daytime Meetings, Evening Meetings

How much time can you
commit to meetings and
committee work each
month?

As much time as needed to prepare for meetings

Education and Hobbies

High School Jesuit High School Tampa, FL

College Loyola University Baltimore, MD

Trade or Business School Loyola University Baltimore MD MBA, Catholic University
Maters City and Regional Planning

Hobbies Walking, cycling

Organization Membership Information
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Are you currently serving on
other Boards, Commissions,
or Committees?

No

If yes, which Field not completed.

Have you served on a
Board, Commission, or
Committee before?

Yes

If yes, which Town Council, Parks and Recreation Commission

Please list organization
memberships and positions
held

American Planning Association,Maryland Sireera Club
(Transportation Committee)

Please List Areas of Special
Interest

Smart and managed growth

Do you have any conflicts of
interest that we should be
aware of?

No

Is there anything else you
would like to add that is
relevant to your application?

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Kelly Phipps

From: noreply@civicplus.com
Sent: Sunday, May 25, 2025 8:37 PM
To: Kelly Phipps
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Volunteer Interest Form

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from OUTSIDE of the Town of La Plata email system. If the senders name displayed is a Town 

user, it is NOT legitimate and should be deleted immediately. Do not click links or open attachments unless you are certain 

this is a legitimate message. 

Volunteer Interest Form 
 

  

Select the Board, 
Commission, or 
Committee applying for 

Ethics Commission 

Personal Information 

First Name Emily 

Last Name Whale 

Sex: Female 

Address1   

Address2 Field not completed. 

City La Plata 

State MD 

Zip 20646 

Best Contact Telephone 
Number 

 

Business Address Field not completed. 

Business Phone 
Number 

Field not completed. 

Occupation Insurance Auditor  
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Email Address  

Residency Information 

Please indicate if any of 
the following are true: 

You are a property owner within the community, You are a 

qualified voter in the Town of La Plata 

Length of Residency in 
La Plata 

1 year  

Appointment to a Board, Commission, or Committee will require your consistent 
attendance at regularly scheduled meetings. 

Are you available for: Daytime Meetings, Evening Meetings, Occasional Events 

How much time can you 
commit to meetings and 
committee work each 
month? 

I work from home; therefore tend to have a relatively flexible 

schedule to accommodate the commitment  

Education and Hobbies 

High School Royal Oak High School, Royal Oak, MI 

College Wayne State University (Detroit, MI) BS Criminal Justice; 

Central Michigan University (Mt Pleasant, MI) MS Public 

Administration 

Trade or Business 
School 

Field not completed. 

Hobbies Spending time with my family, home improvement, current 

events, traveling and exploring new areas, animals, bird 

watching 

Organization Membership Information 

Are you currently 
serving on other Boards, 
Commissions, or 
Committees? 

No 

If yes, which Field not completed. 

Have you served on a 
Board, Commission, or 
Committee before? 

Yes 

If yes, which Live Rite Structured Recovery, Fraser, MI  
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Please list organization 
memberships and 
positions held 

Board Member for Live Rite. Live Rite is a non-profit providing 

sober living and community re-entry for those struggling with 

substance abuse.  

Please List Areas of 
Special Interest 

Areas of professional interest previously have included 

community mental health and substance abuse treatment, 

community supervision and legislation surrounding these 

matters, current local/world events and department efficiencies. 

Areas of personal interest include hobbies above such as 

wildlife/bird watching, home improvement, family time, traveling 

as time permits, arts and music, etc.  

Do you have any 
conflicts of interest that 
we should be aware of? 

I don’t have any conflicts of interest to present.  

Is there anything else 
you would like to add 
that is relevant to your 
application? 

I previously worked as a Probation Officer in Detroit, MI; 

therefore, have exposure to municipal government operations 

in addition to the experience/skills to offer from higher 

education. Thank you for considering me.  
 

  

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.  
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Agenda Item Summary 

MEETING GROUP: Town Council 
STAFF RESOURCE: Chuck Stevens, Town Manager, and Karina Larsen, Treasurer 
DEPARTMENT: Finance 
TYPE: Town Council Ordinance 
SUBJECT: USDA Loan for Project One 

 
BACKGROUND: 

The Town of La Plata is proposing to issue two general obligation bonds to secure USDA 
loans for the financing of a major sewer infrastructure initiative known as “Project One.” This 
project includes construction of the Southwest Quadrant Regional Sewage Pumping 
Station, installation of 24-inch gravity sewer lines and 12-inch water reuse piping, and 
upgrades of Mod 1 for the treatment process at the La Plata Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
These enhancements are intended to expand capacity, modernize infrastructure, and 
improve overall system performance. The ordinance authorizes the issuance of bonds 
totaling up to 
$7.562 million and outlines repayment terms, security provisions, and procedural 
requirements. 
 
Multiple components of the WWTP have reached their end of useful life and must be 
addressed regardless of financing approach. In addition to these essential upgrades, 
Project One includes the construction of the Southwest Quadrant Regional Sewage 
Pumping Station, installation of 24-inch gravity sewer lines and 12-inch water reuse piping. 
These enhancements are intended not only to modernize infrastructure and improve overall 
system performance, but also to expand capacity and extend the life of existing assets. 
 
In 2021, the Town recognized the significant improvements needed for its capital 
infrastructure over the upcoming years and began conversations with the USDA to secure 
favorable interest rates for creative financing solutions over the next decade. On March 29, 
2022, the Town was notified by the USDA that these advantageous interest rates had been 
locked in, providing the foundation for the current Project One financing structure.  The Town 
was not eligible to receive the funds until the construction projects were satisfactorily 
completed. Now that the work has been completed, the Town is seeking the execution of 
the loans. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The bonds will total a maximum principal of $7,562,000, with Bond One at $4,842,000 at an 
interest rate of up to 1.75%, and Bond Two at $2,720,000 at up to 2.75%, each amortized over 
40 years. Debt service is expected to be covered primarily from the Town's Major Facility Fee 
(MFF). Note, however, that the Town is not reliant or dependent on future revenues generated 
by the Major Facility Fees, as there are sufficient reserves within the account to service the debt 
regardless of future development. 
 
This item is included in the 2026 adopted budget as anticipated revenue. 
 
Major Facility Fee Usage: The MFFs are impact fees collected from new development and are 
specifically designed to ensure that new development contributes to the infrastructure required 
to accommodate growth. These fees are intended to ensure that development pays its own way. 
As Project One directly supports the expansion of sewer infrastructure capacity needed for 
current and future residential, commercial, and industrial development, the use of MFF 
revenues for this initiative is fully aligned with their intended purpose. The MFF can be utilized 
for these improvements because they increase overall capacity at the WWTP, which is required 
for the fees to be properly applied. 
 
Financial Advantages of USDA Financing: This USDA loan financing offers significant financial 
advantages to taxpayers. By securing low-cost federal financing at these favorable interest 
rates, the Town is able to leverage federal dollars while addressing critical WWTP needs. The 
structure is designed to minimize issuance costs and avoid burdensome interest rates 
compared to more expensive commercial lending alternatives. 
 
A key benefit is that the Town anticipates earning more in investment income from its Major 
Facility Fee reserve balance than the interest paid on the USDA loans. Because of the low loan 
interest rates, the taxpayers will effectively be making money on the borrowed funds rather than 
depleting reserves. This approach maximizes public service value to residents and preserves 
the Town's financial reserves. 
 
Financial Obligation and Reserve Protection: It is important to note that if the Town does not 
proceed with these loan agreements, the obligation to remedy the end-of-life components and 
undertake the necessary upgrades at the WWTP would still exist. In such a scenario, the Town 
would need to utilize existing reserves directly to address these improvements. Lowering the 
balance of these reserves through direct expenditure would consequently reduce the interest 
income the Town earns on those reserves.  

Loan Flexibility: The USDA loan provides maximum financial flexibility as the Town has the 
right to prepay scheduled installments, or any portion thereof, at any time without penalty.  
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The Town is not dependent on any future collections of major facility fees, as there are 
sufficient funds available to service the debt. At any point, the Town can repay the debt 
without penalty. If financial conditions change and the Town is no longer earning more on 
reserves than the loan interest rate, the Town can pay off the loans, allowing flexibility while 
maintaining cash reserves that earn income for residents.  

The Town of La Plata’s Finance Committee has reviewed the loan terms presented and 
provides a “strong recommendation” for proceeding, as the financial strategy meets “every 
prudent test—fiscal, operational, and strategic.” They further favor “moving forward without 
delay” as “there are no negatives of note.” 

The Town’s independent Bond Counsel, Lindsey A. Rader, Esq. of Funk & Bolton, has 
reviewed the loan terms and the Ordinance presented and recommends proceeding. 

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT: 

Goal #5 - Public Service Readiness: Directly supports planning and developing systems 
and infrastructure needed to meet growing demand while supporting health, safety, and 
wellness of residents and natural resources. The project ensures adequate infrastructure 
capacity for current and future growth. 

Goal #1 - Good Governance: Demonstrates responsible stewardship of community trust 
by securing low-cost federal financing (1.75% and 2.75% interest rates) rather than more 
expensive commercial alternatives, maximizing public service value to residents. 
 
Goal #3 - Economic Prosperity: Enables strategic growth of the geographic property 
and economic tax base by ensuring adequate sewer infrastructure capacity to support 
residential, commercial, and industrial development as outlined in the Comprehensive 
Plan. 

The project also aligns with Comprehensive Plan Goal #10 for wastewater infrastructure 
upgrades to accommodate growth within the Chesapeake Bay Restoration framework. 

SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS: 

"Project One" demonstrates strong fiscal sustainability for the Town through multiple 
financial mechanisms. The USDA loan structure allows the Town to maintain its reserve 
balances while earning investment income that exceeds the cost of borrowing, creating a 
sustainable revenue stream for taxpayers. By utilizing Major Facility Fees collected from new  
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development, the project ensures that growth-related infrastructure costs are borne by 
those creating the demand, rather than existing residents. 

The project also enhances long-term fiscal sustainability by replacing end-of-life 
components before they fail, avoiding costly emergency repairs and service disruptions that 
could result in regulatory penalties or lost revenue. The expanded capacity created by these 
improvements positions the Town to accommodate future growth, creating a self-sustaining 
cycle of infrastructure investment. 

The penalty-free prepayment options provide ongoing fiscal flexibility, allowing the Town to 
adapt its debt strategy as financial conditions change while maintaining optimal cash flow 
management. This approach ensures the Town's long-term financial health while 
addressing critical infrastructure needs through responsible debt management and 
strategic use of available funding sources. 

ADA CONSIDERATIONS: 

N/A 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Adopt Ordinance 25-07 authorizing the issuance of two general obligation bonds totaling up 
to $7,562,000 to secure USDA loans for Project One sewer infrastructure improvements, 
including the Southwest Quadrant Regional Sewage Pumping Station, gravity sewer lines, 
water reuse piping, and Wastewater Treatment Plant upgrades, with the Town Manager 
authorized to execute all necessary documents and agreements related to the bond 
issuance and USDA loan financing. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

DRAFT Ordinance 25-07, “Authorization of General Obligation Bonds Evidencing USDA 
Loans For Sewer System Project One” 
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USDA Loan Opportunity for 
La Plata
Project One Infrastructure 
Investment

Exploring funding options to support vital local 

infrastructure
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Executive 
Summary
• $7.562M USDA loan for critical sewer 

infrastructure

• Historically low fixed rates: 1.75% & 2.75%

• Generates net benefit: Estimated $1.7 

Millon through investments over the 40-

year term

• Debt service covered 17.6x by current cash 

flow

• Immediate funding for ongoing capital 

improvements
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Understanding 
USDA Loan 
Programs
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Introduction to USDA 
Rural Development 
Loans

• Federal program for public infrastructure in 
eligible communities. This is a public 
partnership, not just borrowing—they are 
tailored for towns like ours to support growth 
and sustainability.

• Funds essential services: water, sewer, and 
waste

• Offers long-term, fixed-rate financing (up to 
40 years)

• Lower rates and extended terms vs 
commercial loans

• Prepayment without penalty for maximum 
flexibility
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Understanding USDA Loan Risk

• Repayment Risk: MFF covers debt service, PLUS town 
reserves

• Interest Rate Risk: Fixed rates—no market exposure

• Compliance Risk: Must uphold reserve and annual deposit; 
routine federal review

• Operational Risk: Strong federal oversight, but flexibility to 
prepay/modify reserve

• Default Remedies: Full faith & credit pledge (Town’s backup 
guarantee)

• USDA: Very low municipal default rate
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Financial and 
Community 
Impact Analysis
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Project One 
Components

• Southwest Quadrant Regional Sewage Pump 

Station

• 24-inch gravity sewer line installation

• 12-inch water reuse piping (parallel line)

• Module 1: Treatment process upgraded to SNDN

• Increases sewer capacity & supports future growth

• Environmentally sustainable improvements
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Loan Structure Details
• Bond One: $4,842,000 @ 1.75% (40-year)

• Bond Two: $2,720,000 @ 2.75% (40-year)

• Total: $7,562,000 (fixed, amortizing)

• Quarterly payment: $70,227 (total annual: $280,908)

• Prepayment: Allowed, no penalty
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Secured Repayment 
Assurance
• Major Facility Fees (MFF)—primary loan repayment 

source (funded by developers)

• Town has $11.4M in cash reserves (July 2025)

• Projected post-loan balance: nearly $24M

• FY25 net MFF revenue: $4.95M/year (covers debt service 

17.6x)

• Even if new development slowed, Town reserves & steady 

MFF cover all payments

• Full faith & credit pledge: Town can use any legal revenue if 

needed
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Why Act 

Now? (2022 
Funding Plan 
Rationale)
• 2022: Plan set to seize historic 

low rates & maximize flexibility

• Enables necessary upgrades AND 
supports projected development

• Locks in cost savings vs waiting 
(inflation, missed opportunity)

• Asset life matches financing term 
(no “balloon” payment risk)

.
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Current 
Financial 
Position

Evaluating Financial Position

MFF Reserve: $11.4M

FY25 Net Revenue: $4.95M

Post-loan cash balance: $24M

Investment Income

Annual investment income (3%): $718,829

Debt Service

Debt Service Coverage: 17.6x
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Investment Arbitrage 
Opportunity
• Town earns $718,829/year (3% assumed return)

• Annual debt service (principal + interest): $280,908

• Net annual benefit: $437,921

• Break-even investment rate: Only 1.17%

• Safe even at very conservative returns
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Future Revenue 
Pipeline
• Development in progress: $9.1M

• Approved, awaiting allocation: $26.9M

• In review (>5 yrs): $51.2M

• Proposed (10+ yrs): $42.9M

• Total future MFF pipeline: $130M+

• Revenue pipeline is >17x loan size
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Capital Investment 
Plan
• FY2026: $10.4M (biggest upgrades)

• FY2027: $2M

• FY2028: $8.2M

• FY2030: $5.2M

• Total: $25.8M capital improvements needed

• Funds system health, compliance, and capacity
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USDA Loans vs. Self-Funding

Factor USDA Loans Self-Funding

Implementation 
Timeline Immediate 5.2 years

Total Project Cost 
Eligible for Loan $15.37 million

$17.65 million (with 
inflation)

Annual Net Benefit $437,921 $0 

Infrastructure Risk Mitigated immediately Continues 5+ years

Development Impact Enables growth now
Limits Funds for Capital 
Upgrades

Financial Opportunity 
Cost None $2.28 million in inflation

Page 88 of 106



Risk Analysis
USDA Loans:

• Fixed rates, low risk

• Debt coverage (17.6x), safe even if revenue dipped

• Prepayment possible, reserves make risk negligible

Self-Funding Risks:

• Deferred maintenance may become emergencies

• Inflation and market changes

• Missed development revenue

• Reduces available funds for needed capital upgrades
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Recommendations 
for Town Council
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Strong Recommendation

• Proceed with USDA loans immediately

• Historically low rates; lock in net benefit

• Large cash margin, flexible repayment, minimal risk

• Supports growth, compliance, resiliency
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Conclusion: Advancing La Plata Capital 
Upgrades with USDA Loan Support

USDA Loan Benefits

The USDA loan provides essential financing 
to support infrastructure development in 
La Plata.

Community Collaboration

Engaging the community ensures 
successful planning and implementation of 
infrastructure projects.

Long-Term Growth

Strategic use of loan funds will enhance 
public services and promote sustainable 
growth.
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COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA PLATA 
Ordinance 25-07 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Introduced By:     Mayor Jeannine E. James, by request 
 
Date Introduced:     July 29, 2025 
 
Amended Following Introduction: 
 
Date Passed: 
 
Date Effective: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
AN ORDINANCE concerning 1 

 2 

AUTHORIZATION OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS EVIDENCING  3 

 USDA LOANS FOR SEWER SYSTEM PROJECT ONE 4 

 5 

FOR the purpose of authorizing and empowering Town of La Plata (the “Town”) to issue and 6 

sell to the United States of America, acting through the United States Department of 7 

Agriculture (“USDA”), upon the Town’s full faith and credit, two separate general 8 

obligation installment bonds, one in original principal amount not to exceed Four 9 

Million Eight Hundred Forty-Two Thousand Dollars ($4,842,000) and the other in 10 

original principal amount not to exceed Two Million Seven Hundred Twenty Thousand 11 

Dollars ($2,720,000), pursuant to the authority described herein, for the public 12 

purpose of financing, reimbursing and/or refinancing all or a portion of the costs of 13 

activities relating to a sewer system improvement project generally referred to as 14 

“Project One” and related costs, as further described herein; providing that each 15 

bond shall be sold at private sale without advertising or publication of notice of sale or 16 

solicitation of competitive bids in a direct purchase transaction to the United States of 17 

America; determining or providing for certain details of the bonds; providing that the 18 

Council of the Town (the “Council”) by resolution shall determine or provide for other 19 

details of the bonds; acknowledging and confirming the provisions of certain 20 

resolutions to be adopted by the Council as required by USDA; covenanting to 21 

comply with a certain letter of conditions issued by USDA, as amended, unless any 22 

provision thereof is waived or modified; providing that any such bond will be payable 23 

in the first instance from sewage treatment plant and sanitary sewerage system 24 

revenues, including (without limitation) revenues for use of or connection to such 25 

plant and system, to the extent lawfully available for such purpose; providing for the 26 

imposition and collection of ad valorem taxes sufficient for the payment of debt 27 
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service on the bonds; providing that the full faith and credit and unlimited taxing 28 

power of the Town are pledged to the payment of debt service on the bonds; providing 29 

that debt service on the bonds may be payable from other sources legally available 30 

for that purpose; authorizing certain officials to take certain actions in connection 31 

with the bonds; authorizing modifications of the bonds and related documentation 32 

to be provided for by resolution; overriding any inconsistent provision of the Town’s 33 

debt policy; providing that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be liberally 34 

construed; and generally relating to the issuance, sale, delivery and payment of and 35 

for the bonds. 36 

 37 

RECITALS 38 

WHEREAS, Town of La Plata, a municipal corporation of the State of Maryland and a 39 

municipality within the meaning of the Enabling Act identified below (the “Town”), is 40 

authorized and empowered by Sections 19-301 to 19-309, inclusive, of the Local 41 

Government Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland (previously codified as Sections 31 42 

to 37, inclusive, of Article 23A of the Annotated Code of Maryland), as replaced, 43 

supplemented or amended (the “Enabling Act”), and Sections C8-20 and C8-21 of the 44 

Charter of the Town of La Plata, as replaced, supplemented or amended (the “Charter”), to 45 

borrow money for any proper public purpose and to evidence such borrowing by the 46 

issuance and sale of its general obligation bonds; and 47 

 WHEREAS, the Town has determined to undertake a sewer system improvement 48 

project generally referred to as “Project One” that includes (without limitation) constructing 49 

the Southwest Quadrant Regional Sewage Pumping Station, installing the Southwest 50 

Quadrant 24-inch gravity sewer system to the La Plata Wastewater Treatment 51 

Plant, installing 12-inch water reuse piping parallel to the new 24-inch gravity sewer 52 

piping, and replacing the existing Modified Ludzack-Ettinger (MLE) treatment process 53 

system in Module 1 with the Simultaneous Nitrification and Denitrification (SNDN) process 54 

(collectively, the “Project”) and, in connection therewith, to acquire or pay for, as 55 

applicable, necessary property rights and equipment; related site and utility improvements, 56 

including (without limitation) sewer and other utility improvements and related or similar 57 

activities and expenses; related engineering, planning, design, document development, 58 

bidding, permitting, demolition, removal, construction, expansion, modification, 59 

renovation, rehabilitation, installation, improvement, equipping, furnishing, inspection and 60 

construction management activities or expenses; costs of related activities, improvements 61 

and appurtenances; financial, legal, and administrative expenses of such undertaking; 62 

costs of any borrowing therefor; and capitalized interest or funded interest (collectively, 63 

“Costs of Project”); and 64 

 WHEREAS, the United States Department of Agriculture, acting through the Rural 65 

Utilities Service or any related department, division, agency or instrumentality (any such 66 

entity, “USDA”), has issued two separate obligations of funds for the United States of 67 

America to make two loans to the Town in the respective principal amounts of up to 68 
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$4,842,000 and up to $2,720,000 for purposes of financing, reimbursing or refinancing Costs 69 

of the Project as permitted by USDA; and 70 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the authority of the Enabling Act and Section C8-20 and C8-71 

21 of the Charter, the Town has determined to authorize the issuance of two separate 72 

general obligation bonds to the United States of America, each in the form of an installment 73 

bond, in order to evidence such loans; and 74 

 WHEREAS, the Town has determined to pledge its full faith and credit and unlimited 75 

taxing power to payment of debt service on the two separate general obligation bonds 76 

authorized hereby, but the Town expects to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds 77 

in the first instance from revenues received from the Town in connection with the Town’s 78 

sewage treatment plant and sanitary sewerage system, including (without limitation), any 79 

applicable fees or charges for use of or connection to such plant and system, all to the 80 

extent such revenues are lawfully available for such purpose; and 81 

 WHEREAS, it has been determined that interest on the general obligation bonds 82 

provided for herein shall be includable in gross income for federal income tax purposes; and 83 

 WHEREAS, the Town will issue the two general obligation bonds authorized hereby 84 

in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance and any resolution of the Council of the 85 

Town (the “Council”) adopted in furtherance of this Ordinance.    86 

  SECTION 1: BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA PLATA that: 87 

(a) The Recitals to this Ordinance are deemed a substantive part of this Ordinance 88 

and incorporated by reference herein.  Capitalized terms used in the Sections of this Ordinance 89 

that are not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings given to such terms in the 90 

Recitals to this Ordinance. 91 

 (b) References in this Ordinance to any Town official by title shall be deemed to refer 92 

(i) to any official authorized under the Charter, the code of ordinances of the Town (the “Town 93 

Code”) or other applicable law or authority to act in such titled official’s stead in the event of a 94 

vacancy in such position or during the absence, disability or unavailability of such titled official, 95 

(ii) to any person who has been elected, appointed or designated to fill such position in an 96 

acting or interim capacity under the Charter, the Town Code or other applicable law or 97 

authority, (iii) to any person who serves in a “deputy,” “associate” or “assistant” capacity as 98 

such an official, provided that the applicable responsibilities, rights or duties referred to herein 99 

have been delegated to such deputy, associate or assistant in accordance with the Charter, 100 

the Town Code or other applicable law or authority, and/or (iv) to the extent an identified official 101 

commonly uses another title not provided for in the Charter or the Town Code, the official, 102 

however known, who is charged under the Charter, the Town Code or other applicable law or 103 

authority with the applicable responsibilities, rights or duties referred to herein.  The provisions 104 

of this subsection (b) shall be subject to the provisions of Section 14 of this Ordinance. 105 
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(c) References in this Ordinance to officials of the Town shall be construed to 106 

include references to employees of the Town, to the extent applicable. 107 

(d) References in this Ordinance to the “Chief Executive Officer” of the Town shall 108 

be construed to mean (i) the Town Manager of the Town (the “Town Manager”) when a Town 109 

Manager has been appointed in accordance with the provisions of the Charter and is 110 

incumbent and available, and (ii) at any time the position of the Town Manager is vacant or an 111 

incumbent Town Manager is not available, shall be construed to mean the Mayor of the Town 112 

(the “Mayor”), subject to the further provisions of Section 14 of this Ordinance. 113 

(e) References in this Ordinance to the Project and to Costs of the Project shall be 114 

construed to include any changes in the scope of the Project and/or Costs of the Project made 115 

by the Town in accordance with applicable law or authority, subject to the concurrence of 116 

USDA, and the Council shall not be required to amend or supplement this Ordinance in order 117 

to reflect such changes in the scope of the Project or the activities and expenses that constitute 118 

Costs of the Project. 119 

(f) To the extent that applicable laws, orders, regulations or other authority allow 120 

for signatures of Town officials to be made by facsimile, electronic or other means, the 121 

provisions of such applicable laws, orders, regulations or other authority allowing signatures 122 

to be made in a manner other than manually shall apply to any signatures of Town officials 123 

provided for in or contemplated by this Ordinance. 124 

SECTION 2: BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 125 

PLATA that pursuant to the authority of the Enabling Act and Sections C8-20 and C8-21 of 126 

the Charter, the Town hereby determines to borrow money and incur indebtedness for the 127 

public purpose of financing, reimbursing and refinancing all or a portion of the costs of any 128 

one or more components of the Costs of the Project, to the extent permitted by USDA.  The 129 

total Costs of the Project not covered by grants, loans or funds otherwise available to the 130 

Town will not be less than the original aggregate principal amount of the Bonds (as defined 131 

in Section 3 below) as actually issued.  To the extent that proceeds of either Bond (as defined 132 

in Section 3 below) is applied to prepay or pay principal, premium or interest on any interim 133 

financing used by the Town for Project purposes, such application shall be deemed the 134 

payment of Costs of the Project for purposes of this Ordinance. 135 

SECTION 3:   BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 136 

PLATA that to evidence the borrowing and indebtedness authorized in Section 2 of this 137 

Ordinance, the Town, acting pursuant to the authority of the Enabling Act and Sections C8-138 

20 and C8-21 of the Charter, is hereby authorized and empowered to issue and sell, upon its 139 

full faith and credit, (i) a general obligation installment bond in the original principal amount 140 

not to exceed Four Million Eight Hundred Forty-Two Thousand Dollars ($4,842,000.00) 141 

(“Bond One”), and (ii) a general obligation installment bond in the original principal amount 142 

not to exceed Two Million Seven Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars ($2,720,000.00) (“Bond 143 

Two” and, collectively, with Bond One, the “Bonds” or, individually, a “Bond”).  The proceeds 144 

of the sale of the Bonds shall be used and applied as described in the Recitals to this 145 
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Ordinance and as provided in Sections 2 and 11 hereof.  Either Bond may be issued in draw-146 

down form, if applicable. 147 

SECTION 4: BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 148 

PLATA that: 149 

(a) Pursuant to the authority of the Enabling Act and Section C8-21 of the Charter, 150 

the Council hereby determines that each Bond shall be sold at private sale without advertising 151 

or publication of notice of sale or solicitation of competitive bids in a direct purchase 152 

transaction to the United States of America, acting through USDA, due to the attractive loan 153 

program offered by USDA, including a longer amortization period than a bank typically would 154 

be willing to offer, an attractive interest rate, the ability to prepay each Bond in whole or in part 155 

at any time, and the lower costs of issuance typically incurred with such a private sale in a 156 

direct purchase transaction as opposed to a negotiated underwriting or a public sale at 157 

competitive bid. 158 

(b) Each Bond shall be issued and sold upon the full faith and credit of the Town, 159 

shall be dated the date of delivery, and shall be issued in the form of a single fully-registered 160 

installment bond, without coupons attached.   161 

(c) Bond One shall be sold in the original principal amount of Four Million Eight 162 

Hundred Forty-Two Thousand Dollars ($4,842,000) or such lesser original principal amount 163 

as the Council may determine or provide for by resolution, and shall mature on the date that 164 

is forty (40) years from the date of delivery of Bond One (or such earlier date occurring within 165 

the month in which the 40th anniversary of the date of delivery of the Bond One occurs as 166 

may be required by USDA in accordance with applicable law and regulations), unless the 167 

Council determines or provides for a shorter amortization period by resolution.   168 

(d) Bond Two shall be sold in the original principal amount of Two Million Seven 169 

Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars ($2,720,000) or such lesser original principal amount as 170 

the Council may determine or provide for by resolution, and shall mature on the date that is 171 

forty (40) years from the date of delivery of Bond Two (or such earlier date occurring within 172 

the month in which the 40th anniversary of the date of delivery of the Bond Two occurs as 173 

may be required by USDA in accordance with applicable law and regulations), unless the 174 

Council determines or provides for a shorter amortization period by resolution. 175 

(e) Bond One shall bear interest on the unpaid principal balance from its date at 176 

the per annum rate of one and seventy-five hundredths of one percent (1.75%), which is the 177 

interest rate provided for in USDA’s obligation of funds for Bond One; provided that, if the 178 

interest rate offered by USDA at the time of delivery of Bond One is lower than 1.75% per 179 

annum, Bond One shall bear interest at the available lower interest rate.   180 

(f) Bond Two shall bear interest on the unpaid principal balance from its date at 181 

the per annum rate of two and seventy-five hundredths of one percent (2.75%), which is the 182 

interest rate provided for in USDA’s obligation of funds for Bond Two; provided that, if the 183 
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interest rate offered by USDA at the time of delivery of Bond Two is lower than 2.75% per 184 

annum, Bond Two shall bear interest at the available lower interest rate.   185 

 (g) All details of each Bond not specifically provided for in this Ordinance shall be 186 

determined or provided for by the Council by one or more resolutions, including (without 187 

limitation) the amortization period and schedule of debt service payments for each Bond.  188 

By resolution the Council may specify, prescribe, determine, approve or provide for any other 189 

matters, documents or security required by USDA for participation by the Town in its financing 190 

program.  By resolution the Council may delegate to one or more Town officials the authority to 191 

make any final determinations with respect to a Bond, including (without limitation) the final 192 

original principal amount of and amortization schedule for each Bond.  Any such resolution 193 

may determine the matters provided for in this subsection (g) for both of the Bonds. 194 

 (h) The Council hereby acknowledges that, pursuant to RUS Bulletin 1780-27 Loan 195 

Resolution (Public Bodies), or any similar loan resolution required by USDA, adopted or to be 196 

adopted by the Council with respect to each Bond subsequent to passage of this Ordinance 197 

(the “USDA Loan Resolution”) the Town, among other matters, (i) agrees to indemnify USDA in 198 

certain circumstances, (ii) resolves that upon certain defaults USDA may declare the 199 

applicable Bond immediately due and payable and/or take certain actions with regard to the 200 

Project, (iii) agrees not to take certain actions with respect to the Project without the prior 201 

written consent of USDA, and (iv) agrees not to defease such Bond or undertake other 202 

borrowings in connection with the Project without the prior written consent of USDA in certain 203 

circumstances, and by passage of this Ordinance the Council hereby acknowledges and 204 

confirms the provisions of each USDA Loan Resolution as if the same were set forth in full in 205 

this Ordinance. 206 

 (i) If either Bond is issued in an original principal amount less than the maximum 207 

original principal amount thereof authorized by this Ordinance, any of the Chief Executive 208 

Officer, the Town Treasurer (as defined in Section 6(b) below) or the Assistant Town Manager 209 

(as defined in Section 14 below) is hereby authorized to take the necessary actions to provide 210 

for the de-obligation of loan funds corresponding to such Bond, including (without limitation) 211 

executing any documents, agreements, certificates or instruments on behalf of the Town in 212 

connection with such de-obligation.  213 

 SECTION 5: BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 214 

PLATA that the Town shall have the right to prepay scheduled installments, or any portion 215 

thereof, of each Bond at any time at par without premium or penalty.  Prepayments and any 216 

refunds or extra payments, as designated in the regulations of the United States of America 217 

according to the source of funds involved shall, after payment of interest then due on the 218 

applicable Bond, be applied to the installments of principal last to become due under such 219 

Bond and shall not affect the obligation of the Town to pay the remaining principal of and 220 

interest on such Bond as and when due.  Notice of prepayment of a Bond in whole or in part 221 

shall be given at least thirty (30) days prior to the prepayment date (or such fewer number of 222 

days as is acceptable to the registered owner of such Bond) by mailing or otherwise 223 
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providing to the registered owner a notice fixing the prepayment date and the amount to be 224 

prepaid. 225 

SECTION 6: BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 226 

PLATA that: 227 

(a) Each Bond shall be executed in the name of the Town and on its behalf by the 228 

Chief Executive Officer.  The corporate seal of the Town shall be affixed to each Bond and 229 

attested to by the signature of the Town Clerk of the Town (the “Town Clerk”).   230 

(b) For so long as the registered owner of a Bond is the United States of America, 231 

acting through any department, division, agency or instrumentality thereof, principal and 232 

interest on the Bond shall be paid through the Preauthorized Debit (PAD) process, unless 233 

otherwise required by such registered owner.  With respect to any registered owner of a 234 

Bond other than the United States of America or any department, division, agency or 235 

instrumentality thereof, the principal of and interest on such Bond shall be paid by check or 236 

draft mailed (by depositing such check or draft, correctly addressed and postage prepaid, 237 

in the United States mail on or before the payment date) to the registered owner at its 238 

address as it appears in the books kept for that purpose at the office of the Town Treasurer 239 

of the Town (the “Town Treasurer”), if such address is within the United States of America; 240 

otherwise, the principal of and interest on the Bond shall be paid at the office of the Town 241 

Treasurer in La Plata, Maryland.  Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, the Town 242 

Treasurer and such other registered owner may agree to any other commercially reasonable 243 

method of payment of principal of and interest on a Bond (including, by way of illustration 244 

and not in limitation, by federal funds wire or electronic funds transfer without requiring that 245 

such Bond be submitted to the Town office in connection with each scheduled payment).  In 246 

the event any official whose signature appears on a Bond shall cease to be such official prior 247 

to delivery of such Bond, or, in the event any official whose signature appears on a Bond 248 

shall have become such official after the date of issue thereof, such Bond shall, 249 

nevertheless, be a valid and legally binding obligation of the Town in accordance with its 250 

terms. 251 

(c) The provisions of this Section 6 are subject to the provisions of Section 14 of 252 

this Ordinance. 253 

SECTION 7: BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 254 

PLATA that: 255 

(a) Each Bond shall be transferable only upon the books kept for that purpose by 256 

the Town Treasurer at the Town office, by the registered owner thereof in person or by his 257 

duly authorized attorney, upon surrender thereof, together with a written instrument of 258 

transfer satisfactory to the Town Treasurer, duly executed by such registered owner or duly 259 

authorized attorney.  At the expense of any transferor, other than the United States of 260 

America on its own or acting through any department, division, agency or instrumentality 261 

thereof, the Town shall, within a reasonable time, issue in the name of the transferee a new 262 

Page 99 of 106



Ordinance 25-07 

Page 8 of 14 
 

registered bond or bonds, in denominations of $100.00 and integral multiples thereof and in 263 

such odd denomination or denominations as may be requested by the transferee and 264 

approved by the Town Treasurer on behalf of the Town, or as otherwise required by the 265 

regulations of the United States of America, if applicable, in an aggregate principal amount 266 

equal to the unpaid principal amount of such Bond surrendered, and with the same 267 

maturity, series, installment payment dates and interest rate.  If more than one bond is 268 

issued upon any such transfer, the installment of principal and interest to be paid on each 269 

such bond on each payment date shall be equal to the product of the following formula:  the 270 

total installment due on the bonds of the same series bearing interest at the same rate on 271 

such payment date multiplied by a fraction, the numerator of which shall be the unpaid 272 

principal amount of such bond and the denominator of which shall be the aggregate 273 

principal amount of bonds of the same series bearing interest at the same rate then 274 

outstanding and unpaid, or as otherwise required by the regulations of the United States of 275 

America, as applicable.  No bond shall be transferred upon the books kept by the Town 276 

except upon payment of any taxes on, and any shipping or insurance expenses relating to, 277 

such transfer; provided, however, that if the United States of America or any department, 278 

division, agency or instrumentality thereof is the owner of the bond or bonds sought to be 279 

transferred, the costs thereof shall be borne by the Town.  Any such new bond issued in 280 

transfer or exchange may be executed and sealed as provided in Section 6 of this Ordinance 281 

with respect to the original execution and delivery of such Bond, or as otherwise required by 282 

then-applicable law, and appropriate changes may be made to the form of such bond 283 

delivered in transfer or exchange to account for the dated date of such replacement bond or 284 

the principal amount of such replacement bond.  In the event a Bond is ever transferred or 285 

exchanged for more than one bond of such series, references in this Ordinance to the 286 

“Bond” shall be deemed to refer to all bonds of such series and references in this Ordinance 287 

to the “owner” of such Bond shall be deemed to refer to the registered owners of all bonds 288 

of the same series as such Bond, as the context requires. 289 

(b) The provisions of this Section 7 are subject to the provisions of Section 14 of 290 

this Ordinance. 291 

 SECTION 8: BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 292 

PLATA that by resolution the Council shall approve the substantially final form of each Bond 293 

and provide for the completion thereof.  294 

SECTION 9:   BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 295 

PLATA that: 296 

(a) Unless USDA advises that the same is not required, pursuant to the Letter of 297 

Conditions of USDA dated March 29, 2022, as amended (the “Letter of Conditions”), the Town 298 

shall take the necessary steps to establish and maintain a short-lived asset reserve fund and 299 

to deposit at least $49,787 into such short-lived asset reserve fund annually until both Bonds 300 

have been paid at maturity or prepaid in whole prior to maturity, in order to pay for repairs 301 

and/or replacement of major sewage system assets.  In addition, to the extent that USDA 302 
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requires that the amount to be deposited into such short-lived asset reserve fund shall be more 303 

than $49,787 annually, the Town covenants to provide for such higher amount.   304 

(b) Unless waived by USDA, or unless USDA and the Town agree to the modification 305 

of any provisions thereof, the Town covenants to comply with the requirements of the Letter of 306 

Conditions.  Unless any such waiver or modification requires the approval of the Council due 307 

to the nature thereof, the Chief Executive Officer is hereby authorized and empowered to agree 308 

to any such waiver or modification and to execute any documents, agreements, certificates or 309 

instruments reflecting the same.   The provisions of this subsection (b) shall be subject to the 310 

provisions of Section 14 of this Ordinance. 311 

(c) The Town’s financial obligations under the Letter of Conditions, other than the 312 

Town’s obligation to pay debt service on the Bonds, shall be subject to annual appropriation of 313 

funds sufficient for such purposes, to the extent applicable. 314 

SECTION 10: BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 315 

PLATA that: 316 

(a) While as of the date of introduction of this Ordinance it is anticipated that both 317 

Bonds will be issued and delivered on the same date, each Bond shall be issued and delivered 318 

on a date as agreed to by USDA and the Chief Executive Officer, and the Bonds may be issued 319 

and delivered on separate dates to the extent required or permitted by USDA.   320 

(b) Each Bond shall be suitably prepared in definitive form, executed and 321 

delivered to USDA on behalf of the United States of America upon receipt of either the final 322 

principal amount thereof or, with respect to a Bond issued in draw-down form, the first 323 

advance of proceeds of such Bond (unless USDA determines that a draw is not required 324 

upon delivery of such Bond).  The Chief Executive Officer, the Town Clerk, the Town Treasurer, 325 

the Director of Legislative Services of the Town (the “Director of Legislative Services”) and all 326 

other appropriate officials of the Town are expressly authorized, empowered and directed to 327 

(i) take any and all action necessary to complete and close the sale, issuance and delivery of 328 

each Bond, (ii) negotiate, approve, execute and deliver all documents, certificates and 329 

instruments necessary or appropriate in connection with any such sale, issuance and delivery, 330 

to the extent authority with respect to the same has not been delegated by the Council by 331 

this Ordinance or any resolution to a specific official or officials, and (iii) carry out the 332 

transactions contemplated by this Ordinance, any ordinance supplemental to or amending or 333 

modifying this Ordinance, any resolution adopted in furtherance of this Ordinance or any 334 

resolution supplementing, amending or modifying any such resolution, and any documents, 335 

agreements, certificates or instruments executed and delivered in connection with the 336 

issuance of either Bond, all to the extent any such action is not already delegated to a specified 337 

official or officials pursuant to this Ordinance or any resolution adopted in furtherance of this 338 

Ordinance and to the extent such action is within the scope of such official’s authority.  Any 339 

Account Summaries not already submitted by the Town to USDA may be executed on behalf of 340 

the Town by the Chief Executive Officer, the Assistant Town Manager, the Town Treasurer, or 341 

Page 101 of 106



Ordinance 25-07 

Page 10 of 14 
 

an appropriate official with responsibility with respect to the sanitary sewerage system of the 342 

Town. 343 

(c) By passage of this Ordinance, the Council hereby ratifies, confirms and 344 

approves as actions of the Town any documents, agreements, certificates or instruments 345 

previously executed by one or more Town officials in connection with the USDA loans 346 

authorized by this Ordinance, including (without limitation) the previous submission of 347 

Account Summaries to USDA. 348 

SECTION 11:  BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 349 

PLATA that the proceeds of the sale of each Bond shall be paid (i) directly to the Town and 350 

shall be deposited by the Town Treasurer or other appropriate municipal official in the 351 

proper municipal account(s) and/or (ii) directly to a third party at the direction of the Town 352 

Treasurer and/or other appropriate Town official.  The proceeds of the sale of each Bond are 353 

hereby appropriated for, and shall be used and applied by the Town exclusively and solely 354 

for, the public purposes described in Section 2 hereof.  The Chief Executive Officer and the 355 

Town Treasurer, on behalf of the Town, are hereby authorized to determine the categories of 356 

expenditures listed in Section 2 hereof to which proceeds of each Bond shall be applied, 357 

within any limitations required by USDA, and the amount of proceeds to be applied to 358 

expenditures in any such category, taking into account any other funds available for such 359 

purposes from other sources.  If the proceeds received from the sale of a Bond exceed the 360 

amount actually expended or required for such public purpose, the amount of such 361 

unexpended excess shall be applied to the prepayment of such Bond, unless a 362 

supplemental ordinance is enacted by the Council to provide for the expenditure of that 363 

excess for some other valid purpose authorized by the Enabling Act, the Charter or other 364 

applicable law, and except that the unexpended excess shall be applied in accordance with 365 

United States of America regulations, practices and policies applicable from time to time. 366 

 SECTION 12:  BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 367 

PLATA that the principal of and interest on each Bond will be payable in the first instance 368 

from revenues received by the Town in connection with the operation of the Town’s sewage 369 

treatment plant and sanitary sewerage system, including (without limitation) fees for use of or 370 

connection to such plant and system, all to the extent such revenues are lawfully available for 371 

such purpose.  Subject to the further provisions of this Ordinance, the Town shall impose, 372 

for each and every fiscal year during which either Bond may be outstanding, ad valorem 373 

taxes upon all real and tangible personal property in the Town that is subject to assessment 374 

for unlimited municipal taxation at a rate and in an amount sufficient to pay the principal of 375 

and interest on such Bond payable in each such fiscal year and, in the event the proceeds 376 

from the collection of the taxes so imposed may prove inadequate for such purposes in any 377 

fiscal year, additional taxes shall be imposed in the subsequent fiscal year to make up any 378 

deficiency.  The full faith and credit and unlimited taxing power of the Town are hereby 379 

pledged to the payment of the principal of and interest on the Bonds as and when the same 380 

are payable and to the imposition of the taxes hereinabove described as and when such 381 

taxes may become necessary in order to provide sufficient funds to meet the debt service 382 
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requirements of the Bonds.  The Town hereby covenants and agrees with the registered 383 

owner of each Bond to take any action that may be lawfully appropriate from time to time 384 

during the period that such Bond remains outstanding and unpaid to provide the funds 385 

necessary to pay promptly the principal and interest due thereon.  The foregoing provisions 386 

shall not be construed so as to prohibit the Town from paying the principal of and interest on 387 

the Bonds from the proceeds of the sale of any other obligations of the Town or from any other 388 

funds legally available for that purpose.  Subject to any applicable law, the Town may apply to 389 

the payment of the principal of or interest on the Bonds any funds received by it from the State 390 

of Maryland or the United States of America, or any governmental agency or instrumentality, or 391 

from any other source, if such funds are granted or paid to the Town for the purpose of assisting 392 

the Town in accomplishing the type of project or projects which the Bonds are issued to 393 

finance, reimburse or refinance or are otherwise available for such purpose, and to the extent 394 

of any such funds received or receivable in any fiscal year, the taxes hereby required to be 395 

levied may be reduced proportionately.  396 

 SECTION 13:  BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 397 

PLATA that by resolution the Council may make or authorize any modifications to (i) either 398 

Bond, once issued, and (ii) any related documents, agreements, certificates or instruments. 399 

 SECTION 14:  BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 400 

PLATA that, notwithstanding any other provision of this Ordinance, in the event that, to the 401 

extent not prohibited by the Charter, (i) at the time either Bond needs to be executed, whether 402 

upon original issuance or upon transfer or exchange, or with regard to any other rights or duties 403 

delegated to the Chief Executive Officer by this Ordinance (except as otherwise expressly 404 

provided in clause (iv) below), the position of the Town Manager is vacant or in the absence, 405 

disability or unavailability of an incumbent Town Manager, such Bond shall be executed on 406 

behalf of the Town, or such other rights or duties shall be exercised in the following order of 407 

priority:  (A) by the Mayor, or (B) if the position of the Mayor is vacant or in the absence, disability 408 

or unavailability of the incumbent Mayor, by the Assistant Town Manager of the Town (the 409 

“Assistant Town Manager”); (ii) at the time the Town seal needs to be or may be impressed or 410 

affixed on either of the Bonds or any related documents, agreements, certificates or 411 

instruments the position of the Town Clerk is vacant, or in the absence, disability or 412 

unavailability of an incumbent Town Clerk, if no other Town official has the authority to attest 413 

to the impression or affixing of the Town seal under the Charter, the Town Code or other 414 

applicable law or authority, such attestation may be made in the following order of priority:  (A) 415 

by any Interim Town Clerk or Acting Town Clerk (by whatever title known), (B) if there is no 416 

incumbent Interim Town Clerk or Acting Town Clerk (by whatever title known), or in the 417 

absence, disability or unavailability of any such official, by the Director of Legislative Services, 418 

(C) if the position of the Director of Legislative Services is vacant or in the absence, disability or 419 

unavailability of an incumbent Director of Legislative Services, by the Assistant Town Manager, 420 

(D) if the position of the Assistant Town Manager is vacant or in the absence, disability or 421 

unavailability of an incumbent Assistant Town Manager, by the Town Treasurer, or (E) if the 422 

position of the Town Treasurer is vacant or in the absence, disability or unavailability of an 423 

incumbent Town Treasurer, by any other official designated by the Council by resolution, 424 
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motion or other appropriate action; provided that, the same official may not both execute any 425 

such Bond, document, agreement, certificate or instrument on behalf of the Town and attest 426 

to the impression or affixing of the Town seal on the same, but any such official may both certify 427 

to the impression or affixing of the Town seal on and make other certifications in any closing 428 

certificate; (iii) at the time the Town Treasurer is authorized or directed to take any action or 429 

make any determination pursuant to Section 6 or Section 7 of this Ordinance the position of 430 

the Town Treasurer is vacant or in the absence, disability or unavailability of an incumbent 431 

Town Treasurer, such action or determination shall be undertaken or made in the following 432 

order of priority:  (A) by the Town Manager, (B) if the position of the Town Manager is vacant or 433 

in the absence, disability or unavailability of an incumbent Town Manager, by the Mayor, (C) if 434 

the position of the Mayor is vacant or in the absence, disability or unavailability of an incumbent 435 

Mayor, by the Assistant Town Manager, or (D) if the position of the Assistant Town Manager is 436 

vacant or in the absence, disability or unavailability of an incumbent Assistant Town Manager, 437 

by any other official designated by the Council by resolution, motion or other appropriate 438 

action; and (iv) if in connection with any waiver or modification of the Letter of Conditions 439 

undertaken pursuant to Section 9(b) of this Ordinance the position of the Town Manager is 440 

vacant, any action in connection therewith shall be undertaken in the following order of priority: 441 

(A) by the Mayor, (B) if the position of the Mayor is vacant or in the absence, disability or 442 

unavailability of the incumbent Mayor, by the Assistant Town Manager, (C) if the position of the 443 

Assistant Town Manager is vacant or in the absence, disability or unavailability of an incumbent 444 

Assistant Town Manager, by the Town Treasurer, or (D) if the position of the Town Treasurer is 445 

vacant or in the absence, disability or unavailability of an incumbent Town Treasurer, by any 446 

other official designated by the Council by resolution, motion or other appropriate action. 447 

 448 

SECTION 15:  BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 449 

PLATA that to the extent issuance of either Bond would be inconsistent with the Town’s debt 450 

policy, any inconsistent provision of such debt policy is overridden by passage of this 451 

Ordinance. 452 

 453 

SECTION 16:  BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 454 

PLATA that this Ordinance may be executed (i) in counterparts and/or (ii) to the extent not 455 

prohibited by applicable law, by electronic, stamped or facsimile signature, and all executed 456 

counterparts of this Ordinance shall be treated as one and the same instrument.  457 

SECTION 17:  BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 458 

PLATA that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be liberally construed in order to effectuate 459 

the transactions authorized or contemplated by this Ordinance. 460 
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 SECTION 18:  BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 461 

PLATA that the title of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be, and is, a fair summary of this 462 

Ordinance for publication and all other purposes. 463 

 464 

 SECTION 19:  BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA 465 

PLATA that, in accordance with Section C6-4 of the Charter and Section 13-19.D. of the Code 466 

of the Town, this Ordinance shall become effective upon the expiration of fifteen (15) calendar 467 

days following approval by the Council. 468 

 469 

  470 

[CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE] 471 

472 
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ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the Council of the Town of La Plata on 473 

______________________, 2025. 474 

 
SEAL:      COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA PLATA 
 
      
      ________________________________________ 
      Jeannine E. James, Mayor 
 
 
      ________________________________________ 
      Paul C. Guttenberg, Councilman 
 
 
      ________________________________________ 
      Patrick McCormick, Councilman 
 
ATTEST: 
      ________________________________________ 
      Gregory Sampson, Jr., Councilman 
 
 
______________________________  ________________________________________ 
Lawrence Jones, Jr., Town Clerk  Tyjon C. Johnson, Councilman 
 
 

EXPLANATION: 
Underlining indicates amendments to Ordinance 
Strike-Out indicates matter stricken from Ordinance by 
amendment 
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