
 
 

Parks and Recreation Commission 
Regular Meeting 

January 14, 2026, 8:00 AM 
Meets virtually via Microsoft Teams 

 
 
 

Agenda  
1. Call to Order 

 1.1. Attendees, please use meeting courtesy. Virtual attendees are asked to mute microphones 
when joining the meeting. Participants may be muted by the Town Clerk, and meetings will be 
recorded. 

Join the meeting now   
Meeting ID: 243 919 874 610 21   
Passcode: r24UL73u  
(Calendar Year 2026)  

2. Approval of Minutes 

 2.1. Approval of minutes from meeting on November 12, 2025. 

3. Matters of Discussion 

 3.1. Wills Park Trail and Amphitheater 

4. Matters of Information 

 4.1. Wills Park Playground Update 

5. Adjourn 

 5.1. Adjournment 
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WILLS PARK 
PLAYGROUND
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December 18, 2025

Re: Wills Park Playground (Proposal No. RFP-WPPLGRD-2025-11-07)

Dear Selection Committee,

Bliss Products and Services was built on a promise: to deliver every project with the
same care, integrity, and attention to detail we’d expect in our own communities.
Over the years, that promise has guided our evolution—from a regional playground
equipment provider to a trusted General Contractor specializing in complex, turnkey
site development.

This proposal reflects that evolution. Inside, you'll find not only our design vision and
approach, but also insight into the project management systems, internal teams,
and field capabilities that now define who we are.

Recent years have brought exciting opportunities. Clients are turning to us to lead
projects with multiple trades, challenging logistics, and tight timelines. We’ve
stepped in to rescue delayed installs, bring order to complicated multi-site rollouts,
and deliver results where others fell short. In response, we’ve expanded our internal
capabilities:

A dedicated Project Management team to streamline coordination from start to
finish
A growing Field Services Department trained to handle real-time adjustments
and sitework
A robust Quality Control Process to ensure fewer surprises and smoother
closeouts

This isn’t just about installing playground and recreation equipment. It’s about
building something lasting—with accountability, craftsmanship, and a team that
takes pride in the entire process.

Bliss Products and Services acknowledges receipt and review of RFP No. RFP-
WPPLGRD-2025-11-07 and any issued addenda.

We look forward to the opportunity to work with the Town of La Plata and hope this
proposal gives you a clear picture of the value our team brings to the table.

Sincerely, 

Gregg Bliss
President
800-248-2547
info@blissproducts.com
www.blissproducts.com
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Bliss Products and Services, Inc. (BPS) has been in the recreation business
since April 1984, incorporated in Florida. With over forty years of success in an
ever-changing industry, BPS has continued to expand not only territory but
capabilities as well. Our growth can be directly attributed to our customer-first
sales philosophy. BPS believes in a low-key and educated approach to each
opportunity. Our team has experience in the design of all types and sizes of
recreation and play environments. BPS offers site evaluations, budgetary
proposals, custom designs, and installation services for a wide range of
products. BPS can utilize the newest technologies available and support our
staff and clients through multiple platforms. 

BPS currently has an internal office that staffs a total of ten people. In addition,
we have sixteen sales representatives and four employees who work remotely. 

Overview

Construction
BPS is not simply a sales agency. BPS has contractors licenses in ten states and
currently holds a GC license in the State of Maryland. With combined revenues
of over 50M annually, BPS has the resources available to successfully complete
projects of any size and scope. 

Our installers specialize in the recreation industry. From concept to creation,
our installers are committed to enhancing recreational environments for
everyone and are equipped to handle the largest projects our customers may
have. 

Company Overview

For this project, the following people from Bliss Products will "touch" the
project at some point during the process:

Gregg Bliss, President
Reggie Johnson, Sales Representative
Kristen George, Marketing Director 
Jessica McCleary, Project Manager
Amber Waters, After Sales Support
Heather Smith, Order Entry
Donna Moore, Accounting

Staff Assigned to Project
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General Information
Mailing Address:
6831 S Sweetwater Road
Lithia Springs, GA 30122

Email Addresses:
Gregg Bliss, President: gregg@blissproducts.com
Reggie Johnson, Sales Representative: reggie@blissproducts.com
Kristen George, Marketing Director: kristen@blissproducts.com
Jessica McCleary, Project Manager: jmccleary@blissproducts.com

Phone Numbers:
Gregg: 800-248-2547
Reggie: 904-422-5928
Kristen: 800-248-2547
Jessica: 800-248-2547

BPS has bonding capabilities of over 3M dollars
BPS carries insurance over 5M dollars (COI attached for reference)
Specific banking, bonding, and credit references are available upon request
FEIN: 59-2413631
DUNS: 003456428
E-Verify: 329247

Banking, Bonding, and Insurance

BPS is a corporation. 
There is no active or pending litigation. 
There have been no legal actions taken against BPS.
BPS have never defaulted on a contract or failed to complete any work. 
EMR Ratings:

2023: .94
2022: .94
2021: .94
2020: .94
2019: .94

Additional Information

Company Overview
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Gregg Bliss has been with BPS for over 30 years and took over as
President in 2000. Since becoming President, Gregg has been
responsible for expanding the company's territory to over 12 states and
more than doubling both the sales staff and installation crews. Gregg is
the qualifying agent for contractors' licenses in over five states, including
holding a GC license in Florida. Gregg is CPSI certified and graduated
Summa Cum Laude from Tarleton State University with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Industrial Technology.  

Kristen started her recreation career with BPS, joining the team in 2015.
She quickly climbed the ranks to become BPS' Bid Manager and now
oversees the entire bid and quoting department. Her department sent
out over 500 bids for the 2021 year and is still able to maintain an
attention to detail that is unlike any other. Providing our customers with
in depth information, accurate lead times, and comprehensive
playground designs ensures our bids and quotes alike are sent out with
as much detail and care as possible.

Gregg Bliss, President

Kristen George, Marketing Director

Project Staffing

Reggie has had a long career in the technology sales industry and came
to Bliss in 2024 eager to learn the playground and recreation industry.
He has worked for companies such as Amazon Web Services (AWS) and
Comcast Business, helping out the business community any way
possible. Reggie has secured multiple projects since starting with Bliss
and continues to thrive in his Maryland and Delaware territory. 

Reggie Johnson, Sales Representative

Jessica has extensive knowledge of the construction industry and may
years of experience managing projects varying in scope and size. Joining
the BPS team over two years ago, Jessica has expanded her
construction knowledge into the recreation side and has been able to
efficiently manage the Installation Team at BPS to include
subcontractors and internal staff.

Jessica McCleary, Project Manager
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Design Narrative

The proposed playground design for Wills Memorial Park is rooted in the Town
of La Plata’s rich history and identity, while delivering a modern, inclusive, and
engaging play environment for children of all ages and abilities. Drawing
inspiration from La Plata’s origins as a railroad town and its continued
celebration of local landmarks, the design thoughtfully blends storytelling, play
value, and accessibility into a cohesive, community-focused destination.

La Plata was founded in the late 1800s with the arrival of the Pennsylvania
Railroad, a defining moment that shaped the Town’s growth and character.
This historical connection served as the foundation for the overall playground
theme. The proposed design incorporates train-inspired elements throughout
both play areas, allowing children to explore, imagine, and learn while
connecting with the Town’s heritage in a meaningful way.
Interpretive panels integrated into the play structures highlight several well-
known La Plata landmarks, including the La Plata Train Station Museum, Port
Tobacco Players Theater, La Plata Farmers Market, and other notable
community destinations. These elements not only reinforce the Town’s history
but also encourage intergenerational engagement, sparking conversation
between children, caregivers, and visitors as they move through the play space.

Historic Inspiration & Community Identity

The 5–12 play structure is anchored by a Denali Tower, selected intentionally to
echo the prominent water tower located adjacent to the existing playground.
Rising as a visual focal point within the park, the Denali Tower creates a sense
of arrival and landmark presence, much like the Town’s water tower does
within the surrounding landscape.
From this central tower, children can explore a variety of elevated and ground-
level play experiences that promote physical challenge, social interaction, and
imaginative play. Enclosed slides, climbers, bridges, and accessible routes
provide multiple ways to engage, ensuring children of varying abilities can play
together. The structure’s height and design encourage confidence-building
and exploration while maintaining safety and visibility for caregivers.

5–12 Play Area: Landmark-Driven Adventure Play
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Design Narrative

The 2–5 play structure is designed as a train-inspired play experience scaled
specifically for younger children. Featuring lower deck heights, age-
appropriate climbers, slides, and crawl-through elements, this area supports
early childhood development while reinforcing the overall theme.
The train motif is reinforced through graphic panels, window details, and
storytelling signage that introduce younger users to La Plata’s history in a
playful, approachable way. This area emphasizes imaginative play, sensory
engagement, and social interaction while maintaining clear sightlines and
easy access for caregivers.

2–5 Play Area: Early Childhood Exploration

In alignment with the Town’s goal of delivering a custom inclusive playground,
the design incorporates elements that support children of all abilities.
Accessible routes, transfer points, sensory panels, and varied play types ensure
that children with mobility, sensory, or cognitive differences can actively
participate alongside their peers.
Sensory-rich components such as tactile panels, visual details, and interactive
features are intentionally distributed throughout both play areas, encouraging
exploration and engagement without isolating inclusive elements into a
separate space.

Inclusive & Sensory Play Opportunities

The proposed color palette combines modern, natural tones with vibrant
accent colors to complement the surrounding park environment while
maintaining strong visual interest. Durable, low-maintenance materials are
specified throughout the playground to ensure long-term performance, safety,
and sustainability in accordance with Town standards.

Aesthetic & Material Palette

his design transforms Wills Memorial Park into more than just a playground —
it becomes a place where La Plata’s history, families, and future come together.
By celebrating the Town’s railroad roots and local landmarks through
thoughtful design, the proposed playground creates a unique sense of place
that is unmistakably La Plata.
The result is a visually striking, inclusive, and meaningful play environment that
honors the Town’s past while serving the needs of today’s families and future
generations, fully aligning with the goals and requirements outlined in the
Town of La Plata’s Request for Proposals.

A Destination for the Community
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Fees/Pricing Schedule

All pricing is on the Excel spreadsheet included in our submittal email. 

Page 26 of 53



Project Management

The Town of La Plata is seeking a partner
to design a custom play environment for the 
citizens who visit Wills Park Playground. 

BPS can help The Town navigate and overcome any challenges because of our
vast experience in similar situations. BPS wants to take the time on the front
end to understand all aspects of a project, from the most minute to the largest
and most complicated. Our team is prepared to go above and beyond to
provide the partnership we all will be proud of for years to come. 

On Site Meetings/Design Phase - BPS understands the need for on-site
meetings and will make this project a priority in terms of scheduling those. The
City is going to be able to work with our team to design their playground to fit
its specific needs and space, so these on-site meetings are critical to fully
understanding the extent of the scope of work at each location. 

Duration of Installation - Equipment today is much more complex from an
installation standpoint than in years past. Playground standards have evolved
and become more rigorous with time. These two factors combined just means
that BPS' installers will take great care and attention to detail to ensure the
playgrounds and surfacing are installed correctly. BPS will manage each site's
installation to ensure progress, minimize delays, and provide feedback as the
installation takes place.

Meeting Playground Standards - We will discuss with the Town the various
standards that must be met when providing and installing a playground for
public use. 

The challenges and potential solutions outlined above are for reference and
consideration only. BPS is not suggesting that these should be concerns, but
just to bring light to issues that may need review when selecting a partner. The
Town deserves a partner that looks at the entire project. 

Challenges and Solutions

Page 27 of 53



BPS believes that Project Management consists of four major factors:
identifying and managing customer expectations, clear communication, and
coordination with all parties, scheduling accurate and attainable milestones,
and accountability. 

Project Management

BPS believes in actively listening to the customer to understand the project
entirely. These in-depth conversations allow for a design that truly embodies
the customers' desires, budgets, and dreams! Honest up-front communication
is invaluable to reducing stress, containing costs, avoiding disappointments,
and ensuring the final proposal is precisely what the customer envisioned. 

The list below, while not all encompassing, highlights some ways expectations
are addressed and managed. 

Scope of Work - A detailed scope of work helps each party understand their
responsibilities and expected project outcome. 
Completion Time Frame - BPS provides a detailed project schedule based
upon projected start and end dates. Documenting milestones, deliveries,
and critical path identifiers keeps all parties informed and focused on the
ultimate end goal of a new playground area opening on time and without
incident. 
Playground Design - Our customers deserve a design that is unique,
engaging, cost-effective, and compliant. BPS provides a site layout, 3D
design, color options, and additional information as required to illustrate
the result of the project clearly. 

Expectations

Communication
Communication of all types is of the utmost importance to the success of any
project. While each project is unique and will have its own requirements, the
list below embodies some of the many ways BPS uses to communicate each
phase of project development. 

On Site Meetings
Both pre-bid meetings and site review meetings are geared toward gathering
knowledge crucial to the successful design and installation of the area. A site 

Project Management
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Communication cont'd
review can provide information not readily identified on paper (i.e.,
surrounding neighborhood aesthetics, access/egress requirements, potential
utility lines, and overhead obstructions). 

Construction meetings, when required by the project or warranted due to size
and scope, help to facilitate coordination with other trades, ensuring
scheduling milestones are on track and identify any potential issues to be
immediately addressed. 

BPS requires a final walk through of each job regardless of size and scope. The
walk through allows us to interact with the customer and address the work
that has been performed. During the walk through, the customer will be
provided with any additional items per the contract (i.e., owner's kit, touch up
paint, etc.) and will be required to sign off on the area as accepted. 

Scheduling 
Effective scheduling is one of the essential tools used to ensure the completion
of each project. The parameters of each job dictate the amount of detail
required for effective scheduling. Larger projects that span several weeks will
require an in-depth look at milestones, interdependencies, resource allocation,
simultaneous task completions, and coordination of deliveries to ensure the
installation proceeds in the most efficient manner. 

Accountability
While different individuals may be responsible for various aspects of project
completion, at all stages our customers can expect their sales and
management staff to be available and accountable for each milestone. The
information below represents some of the more relevant areas and how they
impact overall job satisfaction. 

BPS understands that clearly identifying each site's unique characteristics and
looking at the broader picture with regards to the site demographics,
challenges, aesthetics, etc. helps to recognize and plan for solutions to any
potential challenges. Utilities, access points, soil/digging conditions, etc. are
easier to manage when they are noted on the front end of any project. 

Project Management
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Accountability cont'd
While there is no way to know every nuance of each project, utilizing this in-
depth form helps to keep job data consistent and thorough and minimize job
site disruption. 

Equipment Ordering and Production - BPS confirms equipment layout,
color selection, and scope of work by requiring a final signature/approval on
the playground design before placing the order. During production, our
playground manufacturer, Play & Park Structures, has a 42-step quality
assurance program. This constant quality monitoring and review minimizes
downtime in the field due to incorrect or missing parts. 
Installation - By combining the reports and written communication
discussed earlier in this section, BPS monitors its installers daily to ensure
each job is progressing and on-time. This proactive approach helps us keep
constant communication with our customer on job status, completion
time, and many other factors. Our installers are required to get a final sign
off sheet while still on site and prior to final payment. This again, ensures
that any issues identified were dealt with quickly and thoroughly so that
the customer can be confident the area is safe, compliant, and ready to be
enjoyed before we leave any project.  

A successful Project Management Plan helps to 
successfully manage all four most critical aspects of

each project!

Project Management
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Quality Control Plan

Planning
Provide chart/plan to execute project

to the client/customer with tentative installation
dates and milestones

Vendor Management
Compile scope definition for various vendors and installers
Issue contracts to those vendors and installers
Communicate timelines of deliveries to customer

Quality Management System
Establish standard work process and procedures
Turnover checklist
Perfect photo log/training manual 
Deployment workflow with milestones and pain points

Closeout/Client Delivery
Flash notifications to general contractors
Remote based approval process
Closeout tied directly to financial system
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Quality Assurance During Install

App Entry
Selections prompt GC for deliverables

Milestone Completion data from GC approved by 
Construction Manager

Audit Center
Deliverables reviewed while GC is on site
Minimize effort to engage vendor for corrections
Audits performed FIFO with time tracking

Site Corrections
GC corrects non-service impacting items 

concurrently
Maximizes GC efficiency and output per day

Client Delivery
Upon completion of GC acceptance, closeout

materials are delivered
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Client: City of Booneville
Project Location: Booneville City Park (110 Dallison Drive, Booneville, MS 38829)
Project Start: October 2020
Project Completion: April 2021
Cost: $776,712.22 (original budget and final project cost were the same)
Team Members:

Will McNeer, Sales Representative
Cindy Grudo, Project Coordinator
Kristen George, Sales Manager
Jim Barry, Lead Installer
Chris Yates, CAD Designer

Client Contact Information:
Jon Hill
662-728-4132
jhill@booneville-ms.gov

Booneville City Park

References
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References

Client: Korean Central Presbyterian Church
Project Location: 15451 Lee Highway, Centreville, VA 20121
Project Start: February 2022
Project Completion: April 2022
Cost: $466,054.57 (original budget and final project cost were the same)
Team Members:

Kelly Lindsay, Sales Representative
Cindy Grudo, Project Coordinator
Kristen George, Sales Manager
Daniel Younger, Lead Installer
Chris Yates, CAD Designer

Client Contact Information:
Inno Kim
703-815-1200
ino.kim@kcpc.org

Korean Central Presbyterian Church
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References

Client: University School of Jackson
Project Location: University School of Jackson (232 McClellan Road, Jackson, TN
38305)
Project Start: July 2019
Project Completion: December 2019
Cost: $482,024.36 (original budget and final project cost were the same)
Team Members:

Amanda Stacy, Sales Representative
Cindy Grudo, Project Coordinator
Kristen George, Sales Manager
CJ Filliat, Asst. Project Coordinator
Roger Tassin, Lead Installer
Cassie Pruitt, CAD Designer

Client Contact Information:
Matt Fite, Board of Trustees
731-431-2325
mfite@hmcompany.com

University School of Jackson
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References

Client: Alachua County Parks and Open Spaces
Project Location: Squirrel Ridge Park (1603 SW Williston Road, Gainesville, FL
32608)
Project Start: November 2020
Project Completion: February 2021
Cost: $483,329.05 (original budget and final project cost were the same)
Team Members:

DeWitt Gibbs, Sales Representative
Cindy Grudo, Project Coordinator
Kristen George, Sales Manager
Sandee Sod, Lead Installer
Chris Yates, CAD Designer

Client Contact Information:
Ed Williams, Capital Projects 

       Coordinator
352-240-4168
ewilliams@alachuacounty.us

Squirrel Ridge Park
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References

Client: Jefferson Davis Parish School Board
Project Location: Jennings Elementary (1603 South Lake Arthur Ave, Jennings,
LA 70546)
Project Start: June 2022
Project Completion: September 2022
Cost: $788,195.92 (original budget and final project cost were the same)
Team Members:

June Rosenberg, Sales Representative
Cindy Grudo, Project Coordinator
Kristen George, Sales Manager
Porsche Harris, Asst. Project Coordinator
Roger Tassin, Lead Installer
Kimber Scroggins, CAD Designer

Client Contact Information:
Meghan Campbell, Director of Finance
337-824-1834
meghan.campbell@jdpsbk12.org

Jennings Elementary
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Timeline

Week Count 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

Receive NTP

Playground
Manufacturing

Playground
Shipping

Demolition, Site
Preparation

 Installation of
New Playground

and Surfacing

Final Inspection
and Acceptance

Below is a general outline of how we currently view the timeline of this project
to go forward. However, we understand that there are timelines and deadlines
that the Town may want us to adhere to, so this timeline is also very flexible. 

We have been very successful in managing the manufacturing and
installations of small and large play/recreation projects in the past and will
ensure this one will follow suit, with timeline completion and accurate
installation. By continuously having open communication, the entire process
will be seamless. Timelines are based on estimated completion times, weather
permitting. Note: This timeline does not include time it takes to pull a permit,
should one be required. 

Our manufacturer, Play & Park Structures, is currently working on an eight-
week lead time. 
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Install Warranty
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Insurance
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Partnership with Play & Park

Since 1976, Play & Park
Structures' (PPS) mission
has centered around
developing products, 
programs, and services
that enhance classroom
learning, create environ-
mental awareness, 
promote physical activity, 
and build communities. 

PPS has an appropriate
play solution for a full
spectrum of needs and
aesthetics, including parks, schools, early childhood centers, churches, and
community centers. Whether the project calls for a traditional playground or a
creatively themed play space, the variety of styles and materials offered allows
you to choose the perfect playground to complement your vision. 

PPS is committed to meeting and/or exceeding ASTM safety standards to help
create safer play environments for children. By having the industry's best
warranty, PPS provides protection and assurance for your playground
investment. 

With PPS being a PlayCore business unit, we have access to one of the best
manufacturing facilities in the industry. Our facility is ISO 9001 and 14001
certified and our products meet all industry standards. With a more than
400,000 square foot facility, PPS is well equipped to handle orders of large or
small quantities. 

BPS and PPS began their partnership over 14 years ago. We have since formed
a great working relationship with PPS, creating open lines of communication
between the two companies' internal teams. This direct communication allows
us to ensure that the order goes from BPS to PPS without issues. 
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ISO 14001
We are proud to be ISO 14001 certified for our manufacturing facility in Fort
Payne, AL, also referred to as the "Green Certification". ISO 14001 is an
internationally recognized standard for environmental management,
measurement, evaluation, and auditing. As an ISO 14001 certified company,
Play & Park controls the impact of our activities, products, and services by
implementing an Environmental Management System (EMS) that meets
international standards, but is specific to the play products being produced. 

ISO 9001
An industry certification process issued by International Organization for
Standardization. It is used to measure manufacturing standards and to certify
company compliance with quality control systems covering design,
development, production, installation, inspection, and testing. 

ADA
Access Board (The United States Architectural and Transportation Barriers
Compliance Board) has completed the Accessibility Guidelines for Play
Facilities as set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. The Final
Report of the Regulatory Negotiation Committee is available via the internet. 

IPEMA
In the interest of public playground safety, the International Playground
Equipment Manufacturer's Association (IPEMA) provides a third party
certification service whereby a designated independent laboratory, Detroit
Testing Laboratory, Inc. (DTL), validates an equipment manufacturer's
certification of conformance to ASTM F1487, Standard Consumer Safety
Performance Specification for Playground Equipment for Public Use, except
sections 7.1.1, 10, and 12.6.1; to CAN/CSA Z614, Children's Playspaces and
Equipment, except clauses 9.8, 10, and 11, or both. The use of corresponding
logo in Play & Park structures catalog signifies that PPS has received written
validation from the independent laboratory that the product(s) associated with
the use of the logo conforms to the requirements of the indicated standard. 

Play & Park's Standards/Safety
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ASTM
ASTM International is an independent and world-renowned developer of
technical standards utilized in testing a multitude of products, ASTM's F15.29
committee met regularly for over a decade in the continual development of
the F1487 Standard Consumer Safety Performance Specifications for
Playground Equipment for Public Use. The original standard, F1487-93 was
published in 1993 and subsequently replaced by the current version F1487-07a,
published in May 2007. 

CPSC
The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is an independent agency
within the United States Federal Government with the authority to inform the
public of current product safety performance information and recommended
practices. The CPSC first published their guidelines for public playgrounds in
1981 and have updated their publication several times since then. The current
CPSC Handbook for Public Playground Safety, publication #325, is an excellent
guide for owners and operators of public play environments. 

Play & Park's Standards/Safety
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ADA Approved Holes
All Play & Park STructures decks
and ramps have an ADA-compliant
cluster punch to allow children of
all abilities to play together. 
Transfer platforms feature large
holes for gripping assistance when
accessing structures. 

Our Plastics
The color pigments used in our
plastics have one of the highest
ratings for light stability, providing
the best color stability for color
fastness. 
There are multiple color choices 
available for natural and modern
settings. 

Decks and Hardware
- Innovative curved bracing on 
each deck assures durable and 
sturdy decks. 
- Plastisol and thermoplastic
options are available for decks
- Tamper resistant hardware
aids in the prevention of corrosion
and helps reduce vandalism. 

Play & Park's Quality
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Play & Park's Color Palettes
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Play & Park's Color Palettes
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Play & Park's Color Palettes
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Play & Park's Color Palettes
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Play & Park's Warranty
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